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The risks of getting 
new rules wrong 
in Formula 1 


Everyone has been talking about the opportunity the new Formula 1 
rules provide for teams to jump up the order. But this week we look 
at the pitfalls that could catch people out. 

As Mercedes’ James Allison and Ferrari’s Laurent Mekies point out 
on page 16, the fresh regulations represent one of the biggest changes 
in Fi history, and there are bound to be plenty of ways to get them 
wrong. Alex Kalinauckas runs through some of the dangers, including 
the fact that the budget and development restrictions mean finding a 
way back to the front if you do go down the wrong path could be tricky. 

Most of the big grand prix teams (there are a couple conspicuous by 
their absence from our list) have failed to negotiate a rule change at 
least once. Matt Kew takes a look at some of the worst on p22. 


e After more than two years away, the Autosport Awards returned 

as a live event last Sunday. The overwhelming feeling was that it was 
great for many of motorsport’s leading figures to be back together 
again after such a challenging period. Thank you to all those who 
made it happen and the guests who helped make it a special night. 
Turn to p32 to hear from the big winners, including those you voted 
for. Finally, congratulations to Zak O’Sullivan, who scooped the Aston 
Martin Autosport BRDC Young Driver of the Year Award, mere 

days after confirming deals with Williams and Carlin! 
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HAAS OFFERS FIRST LOOK 
AT SHAPE OF F1 2022 


Haas kicked off Formula 1’s 

2022 launch season last week by 
unveiling its car design via a series 
of renders ahead of its on-track 
debut later this month. 

The Haas VF-22 is the first 
produced by the American-owned 
team out of its new design office 
in Maranello, and offers a sign of 
what the new cars will look like 
this year following the overhaul 
of the technical regulations. 

The team opted against developing 
its car last year so it could place full 
focus on the new regulations for 
2.022, which offer a significant 
change in the aerodynamic concept 
in a bid to allow for closer wheel-to- 
wheel racing. This year represents 
the return of ground-effect to F1 via 
a change in the floor designs, while 


the new cars will also feature revised 
rear wings, simplified front wings 
and use 18-inch wheelrims. 

While the renders are a sign of 
what the Haas VF-22 will look like 
under the regulations, it will not 
be until the machine breaks cover 
at testing in Barcelona this month 
that the full car design is revealed. 

“How different it looks in 
Barcelona, you will see in two 
weeks,” said team principal Gunther 
Steiner. “It will be a little bit 
different obviously. It’s a stage of 
development, and we don’t want to 
define that. Between the test and 
the first race, we will not have a lot 
of changes planned for the moment.” 

Haas has retained the white, red 
and blue livery it adopted last year 
following the arrival of title sponsor 
Uralkali, which is also the principal 
backer of Nikita Mazepin via its 


director, Mazepin’s father Dmitry. 
Mazepin and team-mate Mick 
Schumacher both return for their 
second seasons in F1 this year as 
Haas bids to bounce back from a 
difficult 2021 campaign in which 
it finished last in the constructors’ 
championship with no points. 
Steiner outlined that the goal for 
the team this year is to return to 
fighting in F1’s midfield, and for the 
drivers to learn from the lessons of 
their rookie seasons to make points 
breakthroughs. “We always were 
very open about the expectations 
last year were not high,” he said. 
“But it gave them the opportunity 
to learn, to establish them in 
Formula 1. Now it’s the year where 
we have to prove that we are on 
the right track with the drivers.” 
The design of the car was headed 
up by technical director Simone 
Resta, who is one of a number of 
Ferrari employees who have been 
seconded to Haas as part of a 
redeployment of resources forced by 
the budget cap. Haas has continued 
its policy of taking the maximum 
number of components from Ferrari 
as permitted by the regulations. 
“Tt’s been one of the biggest 
changes that I can remember in 
Formula 1 from a technical point of 
view,” said Resta. “The challenge for 
Haas was we were really rebuilding 
the technical structure. So that was 
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Steiner is 


upbeat about 
© 2022 season 


a complexity added to the technical 
complexity of developing the new 
project. The capacity to try not to 
develop the 2021 car in-season has 
given us more time and bandwidth 
to fully concentrate on the 2022 car. 
So that has been clearly a plus.” 

All teams have been fighting 
to recover performance following 
the significant overhaul to the 
regulations, which has seen 
predictions of a significant time 
loss ebb away to fresh estimations 
that the 2022 cars could be just 
half a second off the 2021 models. 

While Steiner was reluctant to 
make any estimations of where the 
team would be compared to its rivals, 
he noted a similar vibe to the team’s 
early success upon joining the grid 
in 2016. “I’m cautiously optimistic 
because I see how Simone and his 
group developed the car over the 
last year, how hard they worked 
on it, and the results from the 
windtunnel, the improvements they 
do in each session,” he said. “That’s 
the only thing I can compare, and 
that makes me cautiously optimistic.” 
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CUT TO THREE BS 


SPRINT RACES Sees 


AMID IMPASSE 


Formula 1 bosses are 
pushing for a compromise 
solution of hosting just 
three sprint races in 
2022, amid the ongoing 
dispute over costs. 
Discussions to expand 
to six sprint races this year 
hit a snag, with the leading 
teams pushing for greater 


financial allowances to be 
made under the cost cap to 
cover any possible expense 
from the added races, such 
as crash damage. The idea 
of lifting the cost cap does 
not have support outside 
F1’s top three squads, which 
has left talks at a bit of 

an impasse because a rule 
change over sprints needs 
support from eight teams. 


Ahead of the 14 February 
meeting of the F1 
Commission, Liberty has 
put forward a compromise 
package that will cut back 
on the idea of having six 
sprints and instead go for a 
maximum of three. While 
F1 remains eager long-term 
for there to be up to six 
sprints, it does accept that, 
with teams facing struggles 


to get to grips with the new 
cars in 2022, a halfway 
house of three would still 
be good for F1 followers 
who enjoy the sprints. 

It is understood that 
no decision has yet been 
made about where the 
three sprints would 
take place if the plan 
is given the green light. 


Ex-McLaren chief gets FIA role 


Ex-McLaren Formula 1 sporting director 
Sam Michael has been announced as 
the new president of the FIA’s Safety 
Commission, replacing Sir Patrick Head. 

The Safety Commission looks at 
accidents and safety equipment issues in 
all forms of four-wheeled motorsport — 
its highest-profile recent investigation 
involved Romain Grosjean’s crash in 
the 2020 Bahrain Grand Prix. 

Michael (above) is of one of many 
appointments confirmed in a meeting 
of the World Motor Sport Council last 
week, the first to be chaired by new 
FIA president Mohammed Ben Sulayem 
following his election win in December. 


Michael started his career in F1 almost 
30 years ago, working with Lotus, Jordan, 
Williams and McLaren before returning 
to Australia in 2014. He has remained 
involved in motorsport via the FIA’s 
Research Working Group, served as 
a director for the Australian Institute 
for Motor Sport Safety in 2016, and is 
on the FIA Single Seater Commission. 

Among other changes within the FIA 
structure, Felipe Massa has moved from 
the presidency of the CIK International 
Karting Commission to head the Drivers’ 
Commission, replacing Tom Kristensen, 
while Deborah Mayer has succeeded 
Michele Mouton as the president of the 
Women in Motorsport commission. 
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Envision switches 
from Audi to Jaguar 


FORMULAE 


Envision Racing has signed 
a multi-year agreement to 
run Jaguar powertrains from 
the next Formula E season, 
affirming its commitment 
to the series ahead of the 
introduction of its upcoming 
Gen3 regulations. 

Envision has been an 
Audi customer team since 
the beginning of FE’s Gen2 
regulations in the 2018-19 
season, and was on the 
hunt for a new supplier 
following the German 
manufacturer’s departure 
from the championship. 
Jaguar answered the call and 
will hence supply a customer 
FE squad for the first time. 

“We have secured a 
fantastic partnership with 
Jaguar, which is really exciting 


for us,” said Envision team 
principal Sylvain Filippi. “For 
me, the most important thing 
was to make sure that once we 
commit to the sport, we also 
find ways to stay at the sharp 
end of the grid, and then be 
extremely competitive. Jaguar 
is a perfect partner for us 
for many reasons: Lit has] 
developed super-competitive 
powertrain technology — we 
can see that from our data.” 
Jaguar chief James Barclay 
added that the landscape of 
FE, with fewer manufacturers 
signing up for the Gen3 rules 
cycle, meant that it was a 
good time for the British 
marque to begin supplying 
another team on the grid. 
He said that Envision was 
the “ideal” choice for his own 
team to align with, owing to 
its competitiveness and 


sustainability credentials. 
“Our strategy previously 
had been not to have a 
customer team,” said Barclay. 
“But we felt the timing made 
sense. Sylvain and I started 
discussions quite early in 
the process, and actually that 
quite quickly started to look 
like it was going to be the 
ideal partnership. For us it’s 
about fundamentally having 
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a competitive customer team 
and Envision have absolutely 
proven themselves to be 
just that. That was a really 
important element to us.” 
Jaguar expects to begin 
testing its 350kW Gen3 
powertrain from May, once 
it has taken delivery of its 
new development car ahead 
of the 2022-23 season. 
JAKE BOXALL-LEGGE 


BMW open to 
Le Mans return 
for 2024 race 


WEC/LE MANS 24 HOURS 


BMW has ambitions to take its new LMDh 
prototype to the Le Mans 24 Hours in 2024 
as part of a World Endurance Championship 
programme. The German manufacturer 
announced its return to frontline sportscar 
racing last June as an IMSA-focused factory 
programme, but an expansion into the WEC 


and the sale of customer cars are on the table. 


Outgoing BMW Motorsport boss Mike 
Krack, who will take up his position as team 
principal at the Aston Martin Formula 1 
squad this month, has revealed that 
discussions have already started with 
Le Mans organiser and WEC promoter 
the Automobile Club de l’Ouest for 2024, 
the 25th anniversary of its triumph in the 
French enduro with the V12 LMR (pictured). 

Krack described a factory programme in 
the WEC “as one of the options” as BMW 
looks to expand the programme in year 
two after its LMDh debut in the IMSA 
SportsCar Championship with two 
factory cars run by the Rahal team. 
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“Tf you want to win Le Mans, you have 
to be serious about it,” explained Krack. “If 
you are looking at a Le Mans programme, 
you need to discuss it with the ACO and 
commit to a certain duration. We need to 
get all the elements together: what does 
it mean to target a Le Mans win? There 
is no final decision, but time is running.” 
Krack also outlined a desire to have 
customer cars in IMSA and the WEC. 
“Tdeally we would have a customer in IMSA 
and a customer in the WEC,” he said. “With 
the thinking behind the LMDh model it is 


really not right if you only go as a factory.” 

The BMW LMD)h, developed in 
conjunction with Dallara, remains 
on schedule to run for the first time 
in mid-July as planned. 

A decision on Lamborghini’s LMDh 
programme is imminent, according to the 
Italian marque’s motorsport boss Giorgio 
Sanna. He explained that a call on the Lambo 
prototype, which would be the same car as 
the Porsche and Audi LMDhs under the skin, 
is due to be made in “weeks, not months”. 
GARY WATKINS 
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NASCAR Joey Logano won NASCAR’s traditional Clash curtain-raiser to the season last Sunday - except this time it wasn’t at Daytona, but at the LA Coliseum. 
Logano, driving a Team Penske Ford, battled throughout the race with Kyle Busch’s Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota, before Busch got wide at Turn 2 with a lap 
remaining, forcing him to concede defeat. Austin Dillon, Erik Jones and Kyle Larson completed the top five on the made-from-scratch 0.25-mile oval. The race 
was hailed as a success for the debut of the Next Generation NASCAR, built by single-seater giant Dallara. Photograph by Kinrade/NKP/Motorsport Images 


Chilton targets LMDh 
after quitting IndyCar 


INDYCAR 


Ex-Formula 1 driver Max 
Chilton has called time on his 
IndyCar career but insists that 
he’s not quitting racing and is 
hoping to compete in the World 
Endurance Championship. 
Chilton switched to the US 
scene in 2015 with Carlin in 
Indy Lights, before moving up to 
IndyCar the following season. 
When Carlin — part-owned by 
Chilton’s father Grahame — 
moved into IndyCar in 2018, it 
did so with Chilton. He has raced 
for the team since then, although 


“AUTOSPORT 


Enjoying our magazine? 


since 2020 has avoided oval 
races apart from the Indy 500. 
Chilton revealed his 
IndyCar exit in the wake of the 
announcement that he will help 
McMurtry Automotive develop 
its Speirling EV track car 
(pictured). “I’d love to do LMDh,” 
he said. “I’d love to do Le Mans 
again, that’s what I’m passionate 
about, and I very much hope I’ll 
get the chance to do that in 2023. 
It’s something I touched on with 
the Nissan NISMO in 2015, but 
it was a bit of a flopped project 
and so I never really had a shot. 
“So I don’t think I’ll be racing 


this year but that’s not a big 
concern to me because I’m really 
lucky with this McMurtry drive. 
All the stars have aligned. The 


McMURTRY 


work with McMurtry is keeping 
my eye in — people have no idea 
how fast the Speirling is!” 
DAVID MALSHER-LOPEZ 
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Reigning GB3 champion Zak O’Sullivan 
has been recruited by Williams as a Racing 
Academy driver and will contest the FIA 
Formula 3 Championship with Carlin. 
O’Sullivan finished runner-up in the 
British F4 championship with Carlin in 
2020 and stayed with the team to dominate 
GB3 last year. He took seven wins and was 
selected as a finalist in the Aston Martin 
Autosport BRDC Young Driver of the 
Year Award, which he won at the 
Autosport Awards last Sunday. 
For the grands prix that are not supported 
by F3, O’Sullivan will be on hand for 
simulator work to assist Williams race 
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drivers Alexander Albon and Nicholas Latifi, 
and help on car development. 

“After the last round of GB3 we had some 
interest and went to their simulator for 
assessment,” said O’Sullivan after scooping 


£200,000 and an Fi test with Aston Martin. 


“T really enjoyed my time there and it’s 
a great time to join because Williams 
is on an upward trajectory.” 

Carlin struggled in F3 last year. Jonny 
Edgar was its highest finisher in the drivers’ 
championship in 18th and the squad 
propped up the teams’ table. But changes 


17 on Sunday. “Carlin has had some fairly 
major changes Lin the F3 team] and I love 
working with the personnel. 

“Tt’s been encouraging so far. It’s going to 
be a year of surprises for me and I’m sure 
we’ll have some high moments and low 
moments — hopefully we’ll be finishing 
consistently in the points. There’s a lot less 
pressure this year. It’s a pretty big step and 
the driving style is quite different to GB3.” 

O’Sullivan, who is the first of Carlin’s 
three drivers to be confirmed, will resume 
testing next month, when official pre-season 


have been made for 2022 and O’Sullivan 


believes Carlin can move up the field. 
“The team has trusted me for the past 
two years,” added O’Sullivan, who turned 


running gets under way in Bahrain. 


It’s go go Goh after long stop following LM win 
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Le Mans 24 Hours-winning 
entrant Team Goh will field 
two cars in Super Formula 
this season in what is being 
billed as the squad’s full 
return to racing. Team 
owner Kazumichi Goh 
described the programme as 
a “proper return for the first 
time since 2004”, when it 
triumphed at Le Mans with 
an Audi R8 LMPi driven by 
Tom Kristensen, Rinaldo 


Capello and Seiji Ara. 

Goh distinguished his 
latest project with previous 
campaigns including his 
name, which he explained 
were “not 100% Team Goh”. 

“This time we are 
serious,” he said. “It will be a 
multi-year programme and I 
have some other ideas that 
I cannot talk about yet.” 

The team will field a pair 
of Honda-powered Dallaras 
for Ren Sato and Atsushi 
Miyake, who are graduating 


to SF from the Super 
Formula Lights feeder series. 
The cars will be run by Goh’s 
sister operation, Servus 
Japan, which was created 
out of the Le Mans-winning 
team after 2004 as a service 
provider for other entrants. 

The full return of Team 
Goh follows the decision of 
Servus and Team Mugen to 
go their separate ways after 
winning the 2021 title with 
Tomoki Nojiri. 
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Aitken, Fittipaldi into LMP2 


Jack Aitken and Pietro Fittipaldi, who both 
made Formula 1 substitute appearances at 
the end of the 2020 campaign, will race in 
the European Le Mans Series this season. 
They will dovetail their reserve Fi roles 
with Williams and Haas respectively for 
the TF Sport-run Racing Team Turkey 

and Inter Europol Competition respectively. 

Aitken (above) moves over to LMP2 after 
an injury-interrupted season with the Emil 
Frey Racing Lamborghini squad in the GT 
World Challenge Europe last year. The 
26-year-old will race the Turkish-flagged 
ORECA-Gibson 07 together with Salih 
Yoluc and Charlie Eastwood in place of 
Harry Tincknell. “Delighted to make 
my debut in both ELMS and LMP2 with 
Racing Team Turkey this year,’ he said. 
“Tt’s something that I’ve been wanting 
to do for a while and a championship 
that I’ve been watching.” 

Fittipaldi, grandson of two-time F1 
world champion Emerson, will team up 
with Fabio Scherer and David Heinemeier 
Hansson on the Polish Inter Europol 


team’s return to the P2 ranks in the ELMS. 
The 25-year-old had been scheduled 
to contest the full series last year with 
G-Drive Racing, but opted out of the drive 
after the opening round to focus on his 
IndyCar outings with Dale Coyne Racing. 
British sportscar stalwart Duncan Tappy 
is graduating to the P2 in the ELMS with 
United Autosports after two years racing 
in LMP3 with the team. The 37-year-old 
will share an ORECA with former series 
champion Phil Hanson and Tom Gamble. 
Tappy will make his P2 debut at the 
Sebring 12 Hours IMSA round next month 
when he drives alongside Guy Smith and 
Jim McGuire in place of Hanson, who will 
be concentrating on the World Endurance 
Championship event on the same bill. 
Meanwhile, Aston Martin factory driver 
Marco Sorensen will double up on his 
WEC campaign driving for TF with an 


attack on the ELMS with the British squad. 


The Dane will drive an Aston Vantage GTE 
run by TF under the Oman Racing banner 
in the European series together with 
Ahmad Al Harthy and Sam De Haan. 
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IN THE HEADLINES 


‘FLASH’ BACK IN HONDA 


Three-time British Touring Car 
champion Gordon Shedden has been 
confirmed as remaining in the Team 
Dynamics Honda line-up for 2022, as 
was as good as revealed in Autosport 
last month. He will once again 
partner race winner Dan Rowbottom. 
Team boss Matt Neal said that the 
identity of the third driver in the 
team’s expanded line-up remains 
unclear, and that there is still a 
chance that it could be Neal himself. 


AZCONA JOINS HYUNDAI 


Highly rated Spanish tin-top starlet 
Mikel Azcona has defected from his 
alma mater at Cupra to join Hyundai 
for this season’s World Touring Car 
Cup. The 25-year-old, a two-time 

TCR Europe champion, replaces the 
retiring Gabriele Tarquini alongside 
Norbert Michelisz at BRC Racing Team. 


BMW DOWN TO ONE IN IMSA 
BMW will slim down its IMSA 
SportsCar GTD Pro entry with the 
Rahal team to one car after the 
Sebring 12 Hours next month. It will 
field a single BMW M4 GT3 for John 
Edwards and Connor De Phillippi 
from round three at Long Beach in 
April and looks unlikely to return to 
two cars for either the Watkins Glen 
or Road Atlanta enduros. 


FAGG MOVES UP TO WEC 


Reigning GT4 European champion 
Charlie Fagg will step up to the World 
Endurance Championship in 2022 
with the TF Sport-run D’Station 

Aston Martin squad. Fagg will be 

the silver-rated driver in the line-up 
alongside team boss Tomonobu Fujii 
and Satoshi Hoshino. He has replaced 
Andrew Watson, who was upgraded 
to a gold driver ranking for 2022. 


LOUBET'S M-SPORT DEAL 


World Rally Championship up-and- 
comer Pierre-Louis Loubet has joined 
M-Sport to pilot a Ford Puma Rally1 
on seven events this year. His first 
outing will come in Croatia in April. 
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Power to effect lasting change 


Away from the Fi spotlight, the latest initiative driven by Lewis Hamilton’s desire to 


address societal inequalities helps forge the legacy that he believes truly matters 


ALEX KALINAUCKAS 


just hope that in 10 years’ time it’s different. 
‘6 That’s my mission. That’s my purpose here. 
I Winning is all good, but it’s kind of the least 
important.” Lewis Hamilton spoke those 
words to Autosport as the final races of the 
2020 Formula 1 season approached and he closed in on his 
seventh world title. He was outlining his hopes for the push 
for improved diversity in motorsport, something he’d 
instilled with his words and actions that summer amid the 
Black Lives Matter protests following George Floyd’s murder. 
If winning is‘least important} then creating meaningful 
change must be‘most important’ 

The latest chapter in Hamilton’s efforts to make this 
happen was revealed recently. Sky has formed a partnership 
with Hamilton’s Mission 44 foundation, with a plan to address 
the UK’s disproportionate rate of school exclusions among 


black pupils. According to a Sky statement, Mission 44 will receive 


more than £1million over two years as part of the media giant’s 
£30m commitment towards tackling systemic racism in society. 
The Mission 44/Sky partnership will provide funding for 
education organisations to invest in ways to reduce exclusion 
rates, as well as offer support for excluded students and ensure 
they get access to careers information. The work builds on the 
findings of The Hamilton Commission report, while the drive 


“Will Hamilton want to stay 
as part of the show rather 
than being the show?” 


to support excluded pupils, or those facing exclusion, comes 
from Hamilton’s own school experience. 

The timing of this development is intriguing because of the 
point in Hamilton’s Fi career at which it has been announced. 
Before he returned to social media last weekend — and to those 
who scoffed at media reports of that development, it is indeed 
newsworthy — Hamilton had gone through eight weeks of silence 
following his controversial loss in the 2021 season finale. This was 
the first time that Hamilton had been beaten to an Fi title in five 
years. But that defeat, of course, was different. Hamilton himself 
voiced why — five corners from the flag at Yas Marina he told his 
Mercedes squad that the race had been“manipulated”. 

In the closest and hardest-fought F1 season for a decade, 
Hamilton had had it won. Verstappen’s Q2 error cost him the 


best Abu Dhabi race strategy, their first-lap clash was navigated 
— not without controversy — and Sergio Perez’s mid-race 
brilliance was an entertaining aside. Then, through no fault 

of either contender, the shambolic ending played out as it did. 

Hamilton’s pain, even through the dignified congratulations 
he offered to Verstappen once he’d climbed from his car, was 
clear to see. It was reinforced through his immediate silence 
post-race. The longer it went on, the more powerful it became. 
And Hamilton isa person who knows the power of his words. 

It’s interesting to consider the power that sports stars possess. 
Their talent alone makes them valued, enhanced by intelligence 
and hard work. They inspire and entertain. And how they wield 
such power is fascinating too. Some use it to gain a competitive 
edge — important to remember with social media offering a 
direct line to fans and followers — while others want to make 
afinancial or status gain. Using power to effect real and 
lasting change is something else entirely. 

Hamilton is set to return to the full spotlight when Mercedes 
launches its W13 next Friday. There will inevitably be a focus 
on how he views the Abu Dhabi result two months on, which 
carries a greater weight given that the FIA is taking so long to 
complete the investigation it launched into those events. 

F1’s new era also starts now. Hamilton, 37, was the undisputed 
star of the one just gone. Motorsport heroes can still deliver at 
the highest level as they head into their forties, and have done so 
throughout history. But eras of F1 domination have always ended, 
with Ferrari/Michael Schumacher and Red Bull/Sebastian Vettel 
the most recent examples. The major regulation overhaul now 
finally going from concept to reality represents the biggest risk 
of this finally happening to Mercedes (although it has credit 
in the bank for successfully maintaining its run of success 
through the 2017 rule changes). 

If Mercedes finds itself back in the midfield or a part of an 
ever-changing cast of winners — as Liberty Media hopes will 
happen — will Hamilton want to stay as part of the show rather 
than being the show? Of all the recent F1 dominators, he is best 
placed to succeed outside motorsport, but even with all his 
interests, contacts and fans it’s not a given. He holds more 
power as acurrent F1 driver than a former one. 

But however the next chapters of Hamilton’s extraordinary life 
play out, he can reflect on a reputation built through sustained 
success and now wielded in trying to make a lasting difference in 
society. Even as F1seeks to drop the We Race as One ceremony 
from its pre-race procedures and Mercedes may well return to its 
traditional silver livery with the W13, efforts such as the Mission 
44/Sky partnership demonstrate how Hamilton’s efforts are 
taking intentions from words to actions. That is power indeed. 
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Hope amid disappointment 


Yamaha’s testing pace has not lived up to expectations, but Fabio Quartararo’s 


pressure-quelling mindset is a big positive ahead of his MotoGP title defence 


LEWIS DUNCAN 


otoGP’s 2022 pre-season is under way, with 
two days of testing at the Sepang International 
M Circuit inthe books and three final days at the 
new Mandalika track in Indonesia this weekend 
stillto come. And already it looks like Yamaha’s 
and Fabio Quartararo’s title defence is off to a difficult start. 

While Honda, Ducatiand Suzukihave seemingly taken major 
steps forward with their challengers, the tone permeating 
Yamaha’s test was one of frustration. 

Quartararo came into 2022 unhappy with how the M1 had 
progressed — or hadn’t — in November’s two-day test at Jerez. 
Back then he told French media that he would not be signing 
anything with Yamaha for 2023 until he’d seen tangible progress 
in Malaysia. Well, that doesn’t seem to have happened — 
and, typically, thoughts have now turned to how this 
could impact the rider market this year. 

The reality is that Quartararo is unlikely to get a better 
offer than what Yamaha — who admitted in Malaysia that 
re-signing the Frenchman was its top priority — is likely 
going to put in front of him. And, indeed, what he feels he 
deserves as reigning world champion. For now, this isa 
matter for Quartararo’s manager. The rider’s primary 
focus is adding to his haul of MotoGP titles in 2022. 

During his three years in the premier class, Quartararo has 


“T don't care, I have what I 
have, and what I love is to 
put myself on the red zone” 


evolved in quite stark ways to become France’s first MotoGP world 
champion last year. After atough 2020 season with Petronas 

SRT, he sought help from a sports psychologist, which helped him 
to keep his anger in check when things weren’t going his way. 

This was borne out in his approach to 2021, when he regularly 
struck back from difficult moments, such as arm pump robbing 
him of victory at Jerez and issues with his race leathers at 
Barcelona, with podiums and race wins. It was this, allied to 
his incredible speed and understanding of the Yamaha, that 
secured him the championship with two rounds to spare. 

But it seems that this hasn’t bred complacency within 
Quartararo’s mind. Ahead of the Sepang test, he spoke of how 
he came into 2022 not as areigning champion but asjust another 
contender.“I’m challenging exactly the same as last year, like if was 


not champion,”he said.“My goal is like I started last year, not to say 
I want to be world champion. Of course, it’s the long-term goal, 

but the short-term goal is to win races and make podiums, because 
without this you can’t be world champion. So, basically, it’s the first 
step to be world champion; to fight for victories and podiums.” 

He then batted away suggestions that he was under more 
pressure now as reigning champion: “I have less pressure because 
Iachieved my dreams and most riders don’t achieve this dream 
to be MotoGP world champion.” 

Compared to how his predecessor on MotoGP’s throne, Joan Mir, 
approached the winter of his title defence, there are lessons to be 
learned. The Suzuki star admitted late last year that he basically 
gave himself no time off in the winter of 2020-21, because he felt 
he had to train harder to once again win the championship. 

Mir absolutely rode better in 2021 than he did in 2020, but 
was severely limited by the machinery underneath him, which 
took on very little development compared to its rivals. Mir felt 
some burnout from all of this, taking a complete week off — 
noriding, no training — in October between the Emilia 
Romagna and Algarve Grands Prix. 

“Fear is the mind killer,’ so is repeated throughout Frank 
Herbert’s Dune. It can be reasoned, then, that pressure is the 
championship killer for a MotoGP rider. 

That Quartararo has adopted this approach could well end up 
being Yamaha’s saving grace in 2022. He was byno means slow 
at Sepang — he ended up seventh overall, just 0.182 seconds from 
an outright testing record set by Gresini Ducati’s Enea Bastianini. 
But Yamaha made few gains with its engine and its power output, 
which was the thing Quartararo spent the winter asking for. 

With this unlikely to be improved before an engine 
development freeze comes into effect from the opening round 
in Qatar on 6 March, and Quartararo adamant that he won’t 
race any untested engine, Yamaha once again faces a season 
with a major power deficit. This can mean anywhere up to 
10km/h (6mph), depending on the circuit. 

Though he was “not happy compared to what I expected” 
after the test, Quartararo’s mindset was telling: “I think it’s 
important not to focus and say too much in my mind like, 

‘Ah, I’m disappointed, I expected much better} so I don’t 
feel, like, lazy — depressed. I don’t care, Ihave what Ihave, 
and what I love is to put myself on the red zone.” 

Quartararo can take solace in the fact that last year, even 
with Yamaha’s power deficit, he was still able to win at Ducati 
strongholds in Qatar and at Mugello. Qualifying will remain the 
key to his weekends again. Yamaha faces a 2022 similar to Suzuki’s 
2021, but its title hopes are far from lost thanks to Quartararo’s 
approach. He’lljust have to do things the hard way in 2022. 
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Wouldn’t it be great to see large grids at each round of the championship, rather than 


just at high-profile meetings like the Formula Ford Festival and Walter Hayes Trophy? 


MICHAEL SKEET 


Welcome shot in the arm for Formula Ford 


MSV’s announcement of a £20,000 prize fund for the top teenager 


in the National Formula Ford Championship to go towards a 

funded GB4 season is areal shot in the arm for the category. 
FF1600 provides, without doubt, the finest single-seater 

racing anywhere, and this prize fund will hopefully attract more 


youngsters. So many drivers, bothcurrent and past, have said that by 
driving these cars, it really helps with their racecraft down the line. 


If more young career drivers make FF1600 their go-to start 
in formula car racing, the cottage industry that supports it 
will flourish even further as well, and that can’t be abad thing. 

Wouldn’t it be great to see large grids of cars at each round of 
the championship, rather than just at high-profile meetings 
like the Formula Ford Festival and Walter Hayes Trophy? 

It will also be interesting and exciting to see who the first 
driver will be that goes through the pathway of FF1600, GB4, 
GB3 and onwards to along professional career. This could 
hopefully make it attractive for even more overseas drivers 
to come to UK shores and race here. 

Michael Skeet 
Lordswood, Southampton 


Rules on driving standards need a reset 

The last few races of the 2021 season highlighted a number 
of issues regarding driving standards that have been creeping 
into the sport over anumber of years. There needs to be 
areset on the rules to regulate what is allowed. 

Drivers must always allow acar’s width for the challenger 
(no taking a defensive inside line and then pushing the other 
vehicle wide on the exit); the front car must allow space once 
their rear wheel is in-line with the challenger’s front wheel; 
the challenger must be penalised for contact if he runs wide 
into the corner on the inside line and causes a collision; ifthe 
challenger has to brake on the straight due to the front car 
changing direction, the place must be forfeited due to blocking. 

Clear, definitive rules are required to stop the subjective 
approach that has led to the grey area when dealing with these 
matters. The personnel should also not be rotated so that it allows 


greater consistency — let the drivers’ association nominate the 
adjudicators so that they cannot complain about the selection. 
Red flag, virtual safety car and safety car: no work may take 
place on the car while under red flag conditions; two laps should 
be completed for the restart to allow for any repair work or tyre 
changes to avoid benefiting from not stopping for tyres or fixing 
damage caused in the red flag event; a waiting period in the pits 
of 10-15 seconds under virtual or standard safety car to reduce 
the benefit of stopping under these conditions. 
Walter Tullis 
By email 


No fan of fanboost 
Having just read in last week’s Autosport that the Gen3 Formula E 
cars will be significantly faster, with all the changes that requires, 
I think it is about time the ridiculous Fanboost was removed. 
Iadmit I’ve struggled with FE mainly due to the cars’ screaming 
noise and the narrow street circuits. But what has really made this 
series seem less than pure has been Fanboost.I think the attack 
mode is also inthe same category as DRS andis artificial, but by 
no way as silly as Fanboost. It is time this annoyance was gone. 
Ray Paice 
Towcester 
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WHAT CAN GO. 
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WITH THE NEW Fl CARS? 


Every team has been talking about the opportunity F1’s new rules gives 


them to jump up the grid — but there are also pitfalls for the unwary 
ALEX KALINAUCKAS 
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“THE CHANGES ARE DRIVEN BY LIBERTY’S DESIRE FOR THE 
FIELD TO PRODUCE ROUGHLY THE SAME LAP TIMES” 


“There’s opportunity and of course there’s jeopardy.” Mercedes 
chief technical officer James Allison neatly and, as usual, very 
genially, sums up the problem facing Formula 1 teams every 
time the championship decides that its regulations need 
overhauling. And that has happened a fair bit in recent years. 
From the downforce-slashing aerodynamics revamp of 
2009, to the turbo-hybrid switch five years later and then 
the move back to bigger, downforce-laden and faster cars 
for 2017, F1 reinventing its racing product is a regular thing. 
For 2022, the changes combine to make the latest F1 the 
most substantially different from what had come before for a 
generation. With ground-effect back via underfloor Venturi tunnels 
and forming the central thrust of the changes for this year, the 
written-out new rules are approximately twice the size of the set 


that was used up until the end of 2021 — extended a year by the 
impact of the pandemic — and they’re pretty much all-new. 

The changes are principally driven by Liberty Media’s desire for 
the entire field to produce roughly the same lap times. It wants to 
massively expand the success pool that since 2014 has generally 
boiled down to Mercedes, Red Bull and (intermittently) Ferrari. 

F1’s owner also wants the new rules to mean overtaking is easier 
and more common, eliminating dull race affairs with little or no 
on-track action and passes only possible in the pitlane. 

This all means that the 2022 rules revolution is going to be one of 
aerodynamic innovation. But there is an added challenge in that the 
engines introduced for the start of the campaign (including running 
in the second test) will be frozen until the end of 2025, putting a 
premium on manufacturers producing their most powerful and 
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INSIGHT WHAT COULD GO WRONG 


reliable products from the off this year. 
So, there is plenty that can go wrong and, 
as has been demonstrated throughout 
grand prix racing’s history (see page 22), 
potential disaster is lurking for any team. 


THE CHALLENGE 
OF THE COST CAP 


“When everything is as new as this, then 
everywhere you look in that regulation set 
— twice as thick as the old one — there 

is opportunity,” says Allison. “And we try 
to pick our way through the potential 
minefield and picking up all the little 
boxes of treasure that may be set in 
among the landmines to end up with a car 
that we hope will see us pitching at the front of the grid.” 

While all the focus will be on the cars looking wildly different 
compared to the 2017-21 era, which is likely to go down as having 
resulted in the fastest cars in Fi history, the teams have been 
grappling with an additional challenge, one that is very much 
tackled behind closed doors. It’s also an entirely new element 
to consider during a major rules reset: F1’s budget cap. 

For 2022, this will sit at $140million, down from $145m last year, 
and the teams have had to juggle reorganising their workforce 
(mainly an issue for the bigger squads) with allocating sufficient 
funds to fully explore the new rules and competing last season. 

The year-old financial rules sit alongside F1’s modest form 
of performance balancing, with the leading teams having a 
reduction in windtunnel and CFD usage (on a sliding scale, 
with Mercedes at 90% of what was allowed before 2021) and 
the worst performing teams from the end of last year getting 
more — up to 112.5% versus the 2020 levels for Haas. 

“That has been the biggest challenge of the past 18 or 24 
months,” Ferrari sporting director Laurent Mekies says of 
adapting to the budget cap’s restrictions. “You [also] need to 
keep a budget to develop during the year, because you will 
learn more and more, and therefore you will need ways to 
adjust. This has been the biggest challenge.” 

The new aero formula is naturally expected to go beyond the 
big cosmetic change of a chassis overhaul. Mekies expects the 
challengers being revealed this week and in the coming days 
to be “more difficult” for the drivers to race because of the 


DAIMLER AG 


Fresh aero regulations 
for 2009 mixed things up 
and produced new winners 
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Allison and Mekies 
agree that the new rules 
provide big challenges 


way they will handle in different corner types. The balance and 
feel of the machines in high and low-speed turns is set to be 
different, which will favour adaptable drivers, as well as those 
who can give precise and accurate feedback. It’s little wonder 
that, as he looked forward to his new life at Mercedes, George 
Russell said, “Whoever develops the fastest, whoever develops the 
best and to build those foundations for the coming years — that 
is a side I am really excited for from an engineering perspective”. 
The challenge will be similar for the drivers in teams that 
nail the regulation switch as it will be for the drivers at the 
squads that don’t — the performance ceilings of those 
latter teams will simply be lower. 


THE LESSONS OF F1 HISTORY 


Two of the last three instances of Fi altering its design rules 
perfectly demonstrate how well and how badly things can go. 

In 2009, Brawn GP rose from the ashes of the unsuccessful 
Honda works squad to dominate that season, winning both 
championships after forging ahead with an aero concept that had 
been worked on for all of the previous year and included the famous 
‘magic bullet’ double diffuser (which Williams and Toyota also 
sported). The same team, by then Mercedes, rose to even more 
dominance in 2014 with the best initial approach to the V6 hybrid 
engines (also years in the making) that altered F1 significantly, 
even if the overall look of the cars barely changed at that point. 

Thirteen years ago, previous frontrunners Ferrari and McLaren 
went from splitting the titles to finishing 
third and fourth in the constructors’ table, 
as their respective pushes to succeed 
in 2008 went from short-term gain to 
long-term pain (although not as painful 
as it was for BMW Sauber, which 
abandoned a title push with Robert 
Kubica to concentrate on its 2009 
project, which was also a failure). 

In 2014, Red Bull was the highest- 
profile casualty of Renault’s slow and 
messy start to the new engine era, when it 
fell from four consecutive title doubles 
to finishing nearly 300 points behind 
Mercedes in that year’s standings. 
Opportunity and jeopardy indeed. 


RELEARNING 
THE ART OF 
GROUND-EFFECT 


The main opportunity every team is 
working towards for 2022 is, as Allison 
puts it, to “use our combined wit and 
skill, and all the effort that we make 
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Williams quickly learned 
the art of ground-effect in 
1979 and passed pioneer Lotus 


“MAYBE NOT AT THE VERY BEGINNING BUT PROBABLY 
QUITE QUICKLY, THE TEAMS WILL CONVERGE” 


collectively to try to find a configuration of car that will be 
better than anyone else’s approach to it” 

Although expectations of another innovation with the impact 
of the double diffuser have been played down, many paddock 
insiders expect at least one team to steal a march on the rest 
this season. As a result, it may be 2023 before Liberty’s success- 
spread desire can be realised. “They are very ticklish problems 
and not at all easy to solve via technical regulations,” Allison 
says of the aims behind F1’s latest rules reset. 

But whichever team or teams do get it the most right from the 
start this year, the race will be on for the rest to either adapt their 
designs during 2022, or make changes to get on the right path 
from next season so they can close any initial deficit. 

“In terms of how close the [cars] will be, which was one of the 
key objectives at the beginning, I’m not sure about that,’ muses 
Mekies. “Maybe not at the very beginning, which is a bit linked 
to how much differentiation we have in the cars. But probably 
quite rapidly, it will converge.” 

The main jeopardy facing the teams with the new rules concerns 
getting everything right with the underfloor aero. The floors and 
tunnels will need to be well sealed, with the airflow staying attached 
where required and then detaching at the optimum time. But at 
this stage of the year each competitor will believe their work to 
this point has potential, although it is understood that several 
have run into problems passing the various crash tests, and 
rumours abound of at least one squad running well behind 
on its pre-season development schedule. 

How the long hours in design offices translate onto the track once 
the first test begins in two weeks’ time is as usual a pivotal part of 
the campaign. Once that three-day event is completed, there will 
only be one more test — ahead of the first race in Bahrain — to go. 


In 2014, the teams had three four-day tests to get prepared. 

“T don’t think you are screwed,” says Mekies of the reduced 
testing this time around. “You put the car on the ground, you 
start to check if you measure what you were hoping to measure. 
And if not, you try to fix that — as you have done the last 40 
or 50 years. And it doesn’t matter if the car is new, we had a 
different shape in the past, so we are supposed to be able, 
even more now than 20 years ago, to simulate [designs]. 

To understand the flow, to understand how it’s working. 

“So, first you try to get on the track what you think you 
should have. Then [figure out] where does that put you 
compared to the opposition. [Afterwards] it will just be 
the push on your development.” 

The two weeks between the two tests this year offer the 
teams the chance to implement early fixes or improvements 
ahead of the season starting. In previous years, the later test 
would be where the definitive packages for the frontrunning 
teams were introduced, but the nature of the all-new machines 
and the impact of the budget cap may well mean alternate 
approaches are needed, with the cars running at Barcelona 
simply fettled and tweaked ahead of the opening race. 


DEVELOPMENT LIMITATIONS 


The budget cap continues to be a prominent problem for all 
the teams once the year gets under way, closely linked to what 
testing reveals their respective places in the pecking order to be. 

In 2019 — the last directly comparable season because of how 
the pandemic impacted teams’ spending in the subsequent two 
campaigns — aero upgrades and developments were regular features. 
For some teams these came in big, sporadic updates, or a series 
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WHAT COULD GO WRONG 


With more restrictions, = — a 
tough decisions will need :  - 
to be made on development — “ . 


JUST MORE 
PERFORMANCE 


“ONE OR TWO CARS WILL HAVE GOT 
IT REALLY BADLY WRONG” 


of smaller new parts were added. The bigger teams combined both 

approaches. But with the new constraints on spending now in force 

on a regular campaign for the first time, the competitors will adapt 

their upgrade plans accordingly. As was seen in 2021, particularly 

after the pile-ups at the start of the Hungarian Grand Prix, the 

cost of crashes will also be keenly felt. | 

“Once you have defined that envelope [company structure within 
the cost cap], then that’s what you have for aero development, 
that’s what you have for mechanical development,” explains 
Mekies. “Then it goes to each department. Aero will say, ‘OK, 
with that I will be able to do whatever — two developments or 
three developments’ And then you reschedule all your plans 
to feed that. How much of a challenge it is depends on your 
level of competitiveness to the others. 

“Tt sounds difficult from our perspective to have a high number 
of updates with the constraints that we have [in 2022]. You will 
have to decide. Your developments that give you X package and 
that is what you are going to see. If you have a big issue at the 
beginning of the year and nothing is correlating and so on, you 
may invest some of your package-two or package-three money to 
say, ‘Well you need to fix it anyway now: So, you take your parts, 
you put them in the bin, and that’s the way you will deal with it.” 

But, as was the case in each of the most recent rule overhauls 
— including in 2017, when Ferrari closed the gap to Mercedes but 
could not overhaul the dominant squad — those that start behind 
will struggle to reach the front. 

“T would imagine, given that the cars are so new and so different, 
that one or two cars on the grid will have got it really badly wrong,” 
says Allison, “and that they will have a terribly painful year. 

“T would imagine that all of us to some degree will have left 
things on the table that we just didn’t anticipate. And we will 
look at other cars and think, ‘Oh, why didn’t we think of that?’ 
Then we'll be scrambling around to try to get that idea onto 
our car as fast as possible, so that we can claw our way, from 
whatever position we land in that first race, forwards. 

“Or, if we’re lucky enough to be in front, to keep the attacking 
wolves behind us. It’s going to be quite a rush and definitely 
something that’s going to keep us all from having too much 
sleep for the whole of the season.” 
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Will Mercedes and 


Red Bull still dominate 


COULD MERCEDES OR 
RED BULL STUMBLE? 


As the established frontrunners, closely aligned in performance 
terms last year thanks to the changes to the rear floor rules ahead of 
2021, Mercedes and Red Bull hold the targets the rest are aiming for, 
even though the 2022 rules offer a completely fresh starting point. 

As the title contenders last year, they could not afford to totally 
abandon development, and focused on improving the W12 and 
RB16B respectively — although not to the same degree as in 2019 
thanks to the challenge of the car design carryover requirement 
that last season uniquely posed. They therefore were exposed to 
the same risk as Ferrari and McLaren in 2008, and it will soon 
become clear if one or both devoted too many resources to 
2021 at the cost of performance this year. 

But even if they have got things wrong, several paddock sources 
suggest Mercedes and Red Bull will retain certain advantages. This 
comes down to the experience and skill of winning. Using Mercedes 
in the early years of the turbo-hybrid era as an example, the team 
often fumbled when under pressure from other squads if its typical 
advantage was lost on certain tracks or conditions. Now — and Red 
Bull has this too — it knows how to operate at championship-calibre 
level. That’s something the rest currently lack, and they know it. 

“T would not underestimate for one second their capability 
to produce a great 2022 car,” concludes Mekies. -“¥ 
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Chiron won the 1934 
French GP for Alfa Romeo, 
but the tide had turned 
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WHEN GOOD TEAMS GOT 
NEW RULES VERY WRONG 


There’s always the hope that a regulatory reset provides chance for a team 


to vault up the order. But here are eight cases where the grand prix 


big hitters got it wrong, trading regular wins for dejection 


1934 ALFA ROMEO 


Aclean sweep of the three European 
Championship grands prix in 1932 proved that 
state-owned Alfa Romeo was operating at its 
peak. And with little else to prove as the Great 
Depression remained, the manufacturer retired 
from racing for 1933. The cutting-edge works 

Tipo Bs weren’t initially offered to customer team 
Scuderia Ferrari, but Luigi Fagioli and Louis Chiron 
still bagged Enzo Ferrari a brace at the tail end 

of the grand epreuve campaign. Tazio Nuvolari, 
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meanwhile, was left unconvinced and 
switched allegiance to Maserati. 

Some of the larger entries were creeping 
towards a tonne, leading to the 1934 introduction 
of the 750kg dry weight limit. The idea was to 
deter larger capacity engines and reduce speeds. 

Bugatti was already in decline to leave a 
spending war between nations. But there was a 
lot more German reichsmark than Italian lira. 
Alfa, having found another 250cc from its 


twin-supercharged straight-eight, won in Monaco 
and at Montlhery, until the stretched two-year-old 
chassis was eventually blown away by the more 
potent Silver Arrows after the Mercedes W25 had 
navigated its early teething problems. 

Come 1935, Mercedes flexed its muscles to 
win five of the seven championship races. Alfa, 
the former pre-eminent force, could only nick the 
spoils on its rival’s home turf at the Nurburgring 
thanks to one of Nuvolari’s greatest drives. 


(ose FERRARI 


An Alberto Ascari-led Ferrari 500 attack crushed 
the opposition during the 1952 and 1953 
world championship seasons, run to Formula 2 
regulations. Of the eight 1953 races, it only 
ceded the Italian GP finale to Maserati. 

For the following season, as per the fresh F1 
regulations, the Prancing Horse’s four-banger 


1961 COOPER 


Cooper set the blueprint for the modern F1 
car when Jack Brabham guided his T51 to 
championship glory in 1959. From then on, 
to win, the engine needed to sit behind the 
driver. The Australian would double his title 
count the following year while the Italians 
gave the front-engine layout a last hurrah. 

But Cooper’s run of form stopped in its 
tracks as the 1.5-litre engine cap came into play 
for 1961. It might have been an early adopter 
of mid-mounted power, but Cooper’s lowline 
concept was being replicated by rivals and with 


~ 


was upped by 500cc to meet the new 2.5-litre 
naturally aspirated limit. But amid a pay dispute 
(and perhaps more promise from Lancia’s D50 
design), the talismanic Ascari had gone, and 
Ferrari faced stiff domestic competition. 

In the early part of the campaign, the more 
powerful Maserati 250F was baptised and enjoyed 
a flourish thanks to Juan Manuel Fangio’s turn 
of speed on home soil in the Argentina opener 
before again bagging the spoils in Belgium. 

Then deep-pocketed Mercedes rocked up with 
the W196 and its state-of-the-art, direct-injection 


better results. What Cooper didn’t then need 
was for engine supplier Climax to misfire as it 
conformed to the new rules, which the British 
teams naively felt they could stop coming in. 

The T55, and the creations of fellow British 
‘garagistas’ Lotus and BRM, were stymied by 
having to make do with four cylinders that 
couldn’t match the power and torque of 
Ferrari’s V6. When Bruce McLaren led Brabham 
for a 1-2 on the T55’s non-championship debut 
at Aintree, it proved to be a false dawn. 

Brabham’s title defence had already faltered 
come the belated arrival of the Climax V8 and 
the T58 for the German GP at the Nurburgring. 
Second in qualifying looked promising, but a 
habit of overheating left Cooper to fall from 
first to a distant fourth in the teams’ table. 


Ferrari struggled to 
hold off new Mercedes 
challenge during 1954 


M196 engine that blew the field away. 

Ferrari, meanwhile, swapped between the 
lightly breathed-on 625 and 553. Neither was a 
mongrel. Jose Froilan Gonzalez expertly guided 
the former to win at Silverstone, before Mike 
Hawthorn steered the 553 to success in the 
campaign-closer at Pedralbes, Spain. But that 
was only after the brilliant new Lancia D50s 
of Ascari and veteran Luigi Villoresi had retired 
along with two further race leaders. In the face 
of such potent competition, the Scuderia’s 
evolutionary approach hadn't cut it. 


¥ VA 
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- Engine power was a i 
problem for British teams 
as 1500cc era began 
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WHEN TEAMS GET IT WRONG 


years running, BRM’s reasonable aim was to stack Arguably, the fall from grace for reigning 
a pair of the tried and tested motors ontopofeach champion Lotus was more severe as it slipped 
1 9 6 6 BRM other and reap the powerful rewards. The costly behind BRM to fifth in the points (BRM’s bacon 
ay, trade-off was a late arrival, excess weight, a thirst being saved to a degree by the fine two-litre 
for fuel, and extreme fragility from the eight version of the ageing P261). But this was inspired 
In an era remembered as ‘the Return to Power’, camshafts and four ignition systems. by running the same unwieldly H16 powerplant. 
engine capacity doubled to 3000cc. Ambitiously, Jackie Stewart and Graham Hill retired fromthe = And Jim Clark did snare the engine’s sole 
having snubbed a V12, BRM also doubled its three world championship races they entered with —_ points-paying win at Watkins Glen in the Lotus 
cylinder count to 16 for the P83 challenger of 1966. | the caras BRM rued another 16-cylinder experiment. 43 while, in the background, Colin Chapman 
Given that its 1.5-litre V8 had won the title in The team based in the Midlands market town of was signing a deal with Ford to bag the 
1962 before landing second in the points three Bourne never again threatened for a title. game-changing Cosworth DFV... 


BRM repeated its V16 
» disaster with complex 
H16 powerplant in 1966 


was asked to forget the last two years of learning, 
the passive FW16 proved immensely troublesome 


1994 WILLIAM S early on. It was barely the pacesetter, with a 


oe 0.092% advantage, helped by Ayrton Senna’s three 
mighty poles early in 1994. The issue was the car’s 

Although Williams completed its run to tiny operating window, with its sensitivity to 
three consecutive teams’ titles in 1994, rideheight changes a particular headache as 
that relied on a phoenix-like resurrection the rear unsettled over bumps in slow corners. 
and the fall of initial pacesetter Benetton. “The 1994 car was not a good car at all at 
It all came after the ban of driver aids, the start of the year,” chief designer Adrian 
with the outlawing of active suspension Newey reflected. “It was very difficult to drive. 
wounding the FW16 gravely. We developed the aerodynamics using active 

Its FW15C predecessor had been suspension and we developed them [to work] 
tailored to work with active ride, which in avery small window.” 
was fundamental to stabilising the car Shorter sidepods arrived in France to 
to make the aerodynamics tick. In 1993, remedy the stalling airflow, while an FW16B 
Williams enjoyed statistically its quickest- was ushered in for the German GP - race nine 
ever season, with a 1.7% advantage over of 16. That, combined with diffuser rule changes Denia arrived at 
the second-best team according to the and Michael Schumacher not being able to score Williams just as rules 
fastest laps set during each race weekend. in four races, ended Benetton’s charge in what 


But when the active suspension pioneer remains the most heated F1 season. 
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1998 WILLIAMS 


FIA president Max Mosley had rising corner speeds 
in the crosshairs when he tasked the F1 Technical 
Working Group with devising the 1998 regulations. 
Grooved tyres arrived and were to be fitted to 
20cm narrower cars. This presented an almost 
clean sheet of paper to designers, and that 

was a worry for Williams. 

While the team had lost a disenchanted Adrian 
Newey to McLaren for 1997, Jacques Villeneuve 
still led team-mate Heinz-Harald Frentzen to a 1-2 
in the drivers’ table (after Michael Schumacher’s 
exclusion) aboard an FW19 that was very much 


WHEN TEAMS GET IT WRONG INSIGHT 


penned by the Brit. The narrow FW20 was 
not, yet still ill-advisedly attempted to shrink 
Newey’s ideas to fit the new dimensions. 

This coincided with Renault pulling its factory 
engine supply to leave the red Winfield-branded 
Williamses to run year-old, second-string 
Mecachrome-badged V10s that didn’t enjoy 
regular and lavish updates. Uninspiring pace and 
a declining reliability record resulted in a 1.364% 
pace deficit to Bridgestone-shod McLaren, which 
had leapfrogged Goodyear runners Williams and 
Ferrari, and was Williams’s worst gap since 1989. 

With just three podiums from 16 races, and 
having failed to score a win for the first time in 
10 seasons, Williams fell to third in the teams’ 
chart, while Villeneuve’s title defence dropped 
him to fifth before he departed for BAR. 


Williams came down with 
= a bump in 1998 after two 


years of title success 


“THE UNWIELDY GEARBOX REFUSED TO ALLOW THE DOUBLE 
DIFFUSER AERO CONCEPT TO BE EFFECTIVE” 


a 


2009 FERRARI 


Slick tyres returned, electrical engine 
boosting debuted with KERS, front wings 
grew wider, rear wings taller, and the fiddly 
aerodynamic appendages that had come 
to litter the cars were done away with. 

But, as a new chapter began, Ferrari’s 

title successes ended to create a 

trophy drought that lingers on. 

When the FIA adjudged the innovative 
double-diffuser - brought by Brawn, 
Williams and Toyota from the off - to be 
legal, the F60 challenger from Maranello 
was dealt a near-fatal blow. The Ferrari 
designers had to massively play catch-up 
to develop their own, only to accept that 


the unwieldy gearbox refused to allow the 
aero concept to be effective. 

Unable to properly configure the car, Ferrari 
scrapped the F60’s development altogether by the 
midpoint. While McLaren had also slipped back 
considerably in the beginning, it and Red Bull 
could at least eventually make the airflow work 
as they recovered to find form in the later races. 

Ferrari suffered further when Felipe Massa was 
sidelined by his Hungarian GP qualifying head 
injury, and contemporary reports suggested that 
Kimi Raikkonen’s lack of energy was proving 
infectious. The Finn did win at Spa in a ‘B-spec’ car 
that had been on a diet and gained improved front 
geometry. Even then, the success was attributed 
to the potency of Magneti Marelli’s KERS system. 

In Ferrari’s worst season since 1993, a title 
defence ended with fourth in the teams’ table 
and, under the old scoring system, it was some 
102 points adrift of the victorious Brawn. 


(- 


2014 RED BULL 


There were clues that Red Bull might not enjoy 
the dominance that had earned it a full house of 
drivers’ and constructors’ trophies between 2010 
and 2013. For one, its final effort at a 2.4-litre V8 
machine in the RB9 had been developed late into 
the year to help Sebastian Vettel to a last crown. 
Plus, Red Bull was about to wave goodbye to the 
blown floors it had unlocked so successfully. 
Then, the dawn of the 1600cc V6 turbo hybrids 
exposed a relationship between chassis engineers 
in Milton Keynes and the Renault engine 
department that was far more diffuse than a true 
works team operating under one roof. Making 
matters worse, Mercedes had been testing a 
single-cylinder set-up for four years already. 


Ferrari fell from the 
front in 2009, though 


Kimi managed a win 


And Red Bull would pass FIA crash tests two 
months later than its rivals. 
These were bad signs. But few would have 
predicted a four-day pre-season test at Jerez 
as abysmal as that of January 2014. 
Autosport ran headlines declaring 
‘crisis’, ‘disarray’ and ‘disaster’ after the 
RB10 completed just 21 laps over four days. 
Not only was that the fewest of any team, but 
the squad also propped up the timing screens as 
a litany of problems were revealed. Overheating, 
vibrations, faults with the turbo, and software 
and mapping issues were chief among them. 
Three wins for Toro Rosso graduate Daniel 
Ricciardo salvaged some credibility, as did 
second in the teams’ championship while 
Ferrari could only muster fourth behind 
Williams. But finishing almost 300 points 
behind Mercedes reflected the chasm that 
had opened as Red Bull tumbled from its perch. 
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GREGOIRE SAUCY 


regoire Saucy has been a familiar name in the 
junior single-seater ranks in recent years, but 
few would have picked him as one to watch 
amid the young prodigies and Formula 1 junior 
team stars. All that changed in 2021. The merger 
of Formula Regional and the Formula Renault Eurocup produced 
the Formula Regional European Championship by Alpine, 
and a grid flooded with talent, highlighted by a handful 
of youngsters already backed by F1’s biggest names. 
Prema pair Paul Aron and Dino Beganovic represented the 
Mercedes and Ferrari junior programmes respectively, while 
R-ace GP fielded Hadrien David, a former Renault Fi protege, 
and Isack Hadjar, whose form in 2021 prompted his addition to 
the Red Bull Junior team. But none of them could put up a fight 
against Saucy. The Swiss built a dominant campaign with ART 
Grand Prix, winning three of the first four races from pole position, 
and even a heavy setback of no points in Monaco and a post-race 
disqualification after winning at Paul Ricard didn’t stop him. 
Instead, he immediately scored another hat-trick of wins, 
before setting his sights on the big prize by picking up key results, 


“SAUCY’S ADAPTATION FOR 
2021 CAME EASIER THAN THE 
MAJORITY OF HIS COMPETITION” 


including two more victories at Spa and the Red Bull Ring, to wrap 
up the title with three races to spare. All this from a driver who had 
never won a single-seater race since progressing from karting in 
2016 against rivals tipped as future F1 stars, and in a championship 
creating new challenges in 2021 following the merge. Now he’s 
preparing to do it all over again as he remains with ART for the step 
up to the Fi junior protege-flooded FIA Formula 3 Championship. 
In truth, Saucy’s adaptation for 2021 came easier than the majority 
of his competition. He’d already been at ART for the 2020 Renault 
Eurocup season as team-mate to champion Victor Martins. With 
FRECA retaining that series’ Renault engine, the only key change he 
had to adjust to was the switch from Hankook tyres to the Regional 
Pirellis. This is where the 22-year-old felt his title aspirations came 
together during pre-season testing, while developing an intricate 
understanding both inside the team and with the Italian rubber. 
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GREGOIRE SAUCY 


“Tn 2020 I was already with ART and I stayed for 2021, and we 


progressed well over that winter and the winter tests,” explains Saucy dropped into 
Saucy, fresh from a winter training camp. “I worked a lot with my ea ioia ScupIe of 
engineers and with all of the team. When we arrived at Imola and 


Barcelona for the first two weekends of the championship it was -— il = S a o z 
really, really good. We managed to work a lot with the Pirelli tyres po 4 . 
and after that it didn’t change a lot; we worked the same way as 
with the Hankook but we needed to adapt with the Pirellis. It 
wasn’t so big, the difference. When I was driving I just continued 
to say the same to my engineers, how the car was working and how 
the balance was, and afterwards we tried to correct it but we kept 
the same work process. That’s how we understood the Pirelli tyres.” 
Unlocking the key performance from the Pirellis provided two 
clear benefits: maintaining optimum performance over a race 
distance and in qualifying, but more importantly making the laps 
count when most needed. At some rounds the grid swelled to 35 
entries, so that finding space on the track became a test in itself, 
and the advantage of a strong qualifying was heightened by not 
only the traffic but the inherent difficulty in overtaking with 
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the Tatuus T-318 machinery. That’s why eight pole positions more than what experience can give them. Saucy, by his own 
alongside eight race wins made Saucy unstoppable, since the admission, is an old hand despite his tender age of 22, with six 
opposition couldn’t match his speed and consistency. years of single-seater racing under his belt. He started in FRenault 
“Sometimes it was really difficult,” he admits. “If we take machinery in the V de V Challenge, before working his way into the 
Barcelona, for example, we had only one lap with the Pirelli tyres Renault Eurocup, dropping into Italian and German F4. He then had 
[before performance dropped in qualifying], and 35 drivers on a Toyota Racing Series campaign in New Zealand before returning 
the track made it really hard. We needed to really focus both to the Eurocup, and then everything finally clicked in FRECA last 


on the driving side and the strategy to let a good gap open 
between each driver. The grid was quite high level too — I 
think if we take the 10 or 15 drivers in the front we changed 


alot during the season; one driver would be in the top 10 “IT IS ALWAYS A BOOST TO 
one race and then on the podium in the second race.” 

What Saucy also had over his rivals was experience. START A NEW SEASON AFTER 
That’s a rare trait in junior single-seater racing and it can WINNING A CHAMPIONSHIP” 


be contradictory — drivers with a high tally of races to their 
name but who are still not at the front are probably lacking 


2022 ¢ FIA F3 with ART Grand Prix 


2021 e1stin FRegional European 
by Alpine with ART (8 wins) 


2020 e7th in FRenault Eurocup 
with ART 


¢6th in Toyota Racing Series 
with Giles Motorsport 


2019 e¢9thin German F4 
esome Italian F4 
esome FRenault Eurocup, 
all with R-ace GP 


e 11th in Italian F4 
esome German F4, with 
Jenzer Motorsport/R-ace 


esome FRenault Eurocup 
with AVF 


esome Italian F4 with Jenzer 


4th in V de V Challenge 
with RC/GSK 
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Good formin TRS 
set him up nicely for 
FRenault campaign 
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year. That experience particularly helped in those moments 
of doubt, for example a crash by a rival wrecking his Monaco 
weekend, or his post-race disqualification at Paul Ricard 

(a washer was fitted the wrong way round). 

“Monaco was really bad as there was a crash — we had only 
one free practice so it was really hard to keep the focus for 
qualifying,” he says. “My strategy stayed the same, to continue 
to work and to forget the past. To do the qualifying it was really 
difficult in Monaco, but if we take Paul Ricard race one I got 
disqualified, so we needed to forget what happened in race one 
and do what we knew we could on the Sunday.” Indeed, Saucy 
never looked back after his victory in race two at Paul Ricard, 
adding a further four victories over the summer to storm the 
title and open up his future like never before. 


ART clearly sees a gem of a driver, even if he is a late bloomer. 


The team immediately promoted him to its FIA F3 ranks last 


AGE IS JUST 
A NUMBER 


Turning 22 might not sound too 
old, but in the ultra-competitive 
world of junior single-seater racing 
it’s positively middle-aged when 
the Fl demand for youth is so 
high. Gregoire Saucy was the 
oldest full-time driver on the 

grid in his title-winning Formula 
Regional European Championship 
by Alpine campaign, and of the 
confirmed drivers on the 2022 

FIA F3 grid he is younger 

only than ART stablemate 

Juan Manuel Correa. 

But as Sebastien Loeb 
demonstrated recently on the 
Monte Carlo Rally by becoming 
the oldest driver to win a World 
Rally Championship round at 
the age of 47, it’s the numbers 
on the stopwatch that count, 
not the number of birthday 
candles you blow out. 


“I think age is just a number!” 
laughs Saucy. “OK, | am a little 
bit older than the other drivers 
but the goal is the same for 
everyone: it is to win. 

“If we can win the age is not 
important. Now in F1 they take 
really, really young drivers, but not 
only them. With the experience 
| have, it is good to do more in 
lower categories rather than going 
really fast through the categories 
like FIA F3 and FIA F2. | think it is 
better to have more experience 
when we arrive to F3 and F2.” 

While Saucy hasn’t given up 
on hopes of being picked up by 
an F1 junior team, he remains 
pragmatic. But this year, in FIA 
F3, he’ll be racing full-time in 
front of the sport’s elite: “If we 
win like we did in 2021, every 
team in Formula 1 will see it...” 


— 


TOYOTAGAZOORA 


CING NEW ZEALAND 


GREGOIRE SAUCY INSIGHT 


November after he had topped the post-season test at 
Valencia on his first outing in the category. With momentum 
from a title-winning season, and some impressive pace having 
been demonstrated already, Saucy can’t hide his confidence 
going into 2022. So, could lightning strike twice? 

“Tt is always a boost to start a new season after winning a 
championship,” he declares. “We worked hard for that. I started 
from three years old in karting with my family and we worked 
our life to win a championship. And now I did it in 2021 so I will 
continue to work for more wins and championships. When I started 
karting it was always fun — I have some pictures at home from 
when I started and it’s always funny to see it. When we start 
at three or four years old you look really small! 

“The Valencia test was really, really good and now we need to wait 
until the test in Bahrain to see what kind of target we can take. But 
for sure the target will be to be at the front. It’s always good to have 
a high target, but as it will be my first season in FIA F3 I think to 
finish the best rookie and in the top five, that would be my goal.” 

Whatever the future holds for Saucy, an old head on young 
shoulders — even if those shoulders are a little older than his 
contemporaries’ — will leave him in good stead, just as it did in 
2021. While his ultimate dream remains to reach the very top and 
race in F1, he is sensible enough to know that trends and time 
aren’t on his side. After all, he’s the same age as Lando Norris, 
Mick Schumacher, Nikita Mazepin and Guanyu Zhou, and older 
than Yuki Tsunoda — that’s a quarter of the 2022 F1 grid. 

Without stacking too many cards against him, Saucy’s chances 
of being picked up by an F1 junior team — drivers in programmes 
he’s already beaten to a title — are dwindling as the focus continues 
for younger drivers. But for Saucy, it’s all part of the challenge. 

“For now my goal is still the same, to go as high as possible and 
to try to reach F1,” he says. “But after that my real goal is to be 

a professional and to be paid to drive, if it’s in endurance or 
something like that. We will try to work a lot to achieve 

that and we will see if it will happen or not.” A¥ 


First time out in an 
FIA F3 car, Saucy was 
quickest at Valencia 
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AWARDS 


— GLITTERING RETURN — 


The Autosport Awards were back in style, honouring last 
seasons high achievers - and long service to motorsport 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


unday afternoon broughta 
mass outbreak of panicamong 
the motorsport fraternity. As 
attendees atthe Autosport 


Awards opened their wardrobes, 


they found layers of dustliningtheirtuxedos and 


posh frocks from disuse since December 2019. 
Some frenzied wiping later, suited and booted, 
they were readyto assemble inthe Great Room 
ofthe Grosvenor House Hotel on Park Lane. 

Itwas greatto be back. COVID sawtoit that 
the 2020 Awards were heldin an online format, 
andthe pandemic’s lingering aftershocks led 
toatwo-month delay forthe 2021 edition. 
Buta great effort from theAwardsteam 
resulted in aresounding success. 

The Awards are ever-evolving, and this 
(orlast!) year’s featured the inaugural Gold 
Medal, incorporating the established Gregor 
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IMAGES 


Grant Award. Jean Todt was honoured for his 
lifetime of service to motorsport, and provided 
amomentofhumourwhen hetooktothestage 
by pointing outthat Nicki Shields, who co-hosted 
theshow with Will Buxton, wasinthe family way. 
Well, Todtistheson ofadoctor... 

There was alsoatearfulmomentfor long-time 


“| didn’t have the career | was 
expecting. But if | look back at 
the 55 years I’m quite happy!” 


Jean Todt 


Autosport legend Laura Coppin, who organised 
the Awards forso many years butis now in semi- 
retirement, whenshe became the first-ever 
recipient of the newly redesigned by Pininfarina 
Autosport Awards trophy. Thanks Laura. 
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: Max Verstappen’s charge to his 
was amazing” maiden Formula 1 title win in 
2021 was recognised by the 
Autosport fans when he was 
named International Racing Driver 
of the Year for the first time. 
Verstappen claimed the 
championship with a last-lap 
pass on Lewis Hamilton in Abu 
Dhabi following a titanic season- 
long battle. Verstappen finished 
the year with 10 wins and 18 
podiums to end Red Bull’s 
eight-year wait for a title. 
Via video message, Verstappen 
said: “I want to say a big thank 
you to all the fans for voting for 
me as International Racing Driver 
of the Year. The ultimate goal 
was of course to win the world 
championship, so now we’ve 
achieved that. It’s something 
i. truly incredible, but I’m 
unt RRe: also looking forward 
ORAL AT RS i to this year again.” 
ii al . Red Bull team 
reegtlttth , & principal Christian 
siiistttitt Horner accepted 
BSH the award on 
Verstappen’s 
behalf, and 


intense year,soall MMaqx Ve rstappen 


INTERNATIONAL RACING DRIVER 


called his performances last 
year “outstanding”. 

“It was like a heavyweight 
boxing match from Bahrain the 
first race until the last race in 
Abu Dhabi,” Horner said. “Max 
led more laps than all other 
drivers combined, won more 
races than any other driver last 
year, and is fully deserving of 
everything he achieved.” 


Keke Rosberg 2002 
Nelson Piquet 2003 
Niki Lauda 2004 
Alain Prost 2005 
Nigel Mansell 2006 
Nigel Mansell 2007 
Ayrton Senna 2008 
Jean Alesi 2009 
Ayrton Senna 2010 
Ayrton Senna 2011 
Nigel Mansell 2012 
Nigel Mansell 2013 
Damon Hi 2014 
Michael Schumacher 2015 
Damon Hi 2016 
Jacques Villeneuve 2017 
Mika Hakkinen 2018 
Mika Hakkinen 2019 


Michael Schumacher 2020 
Michael Schumacher 
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Michael Schumacher 
Juan Pablo Montoya 
Jenson Button 
Kimi Raikkonen 
Fernando Alonso 
Lewis Hamilton 
Lewis Hamilton 
Jenson Button 

Sebastian Vettel 
Sebastian Vettel 
Sebastian Vettel 
Sebastian Vettel 
Lewis Hamilton 
Lewis Hamilton 
Nico Rosberg 


Lewis Hamilton 
Lewis Hamilton 
Lewis Hamilton 
Lewis Hamilton 
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THE WINNERS 


GOLD MEDAL LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 


Jean Todt 


Outgoing FIA president Jean Todt 
was awarded the inaugural 
Autosport Gold Medal, incorporating 
the Gregor Grant Award. 

The new Gold Medal prize, 
which recognises an individual 
who has given a lifetime of service 
to motorsport and leaves a lasting 
legacy for future generations, 
was presented to Todt by Derek 
Warwick (part of the crew who won 
the Le Mans 24 Hours in 1992 for 
the Peugeot squad Todt helmed), 
Formula 1 CEO Stefano Domenicali, 
and Formula E and Extreme E 
founder Alejandro Agag. 

Todt also received messages 
of congratulations from Haas F1 
driver Mick Schumacher, 1992 
world champion Nigel Mansell 
and former F1 racer Felipe Massa. 


Todt receives new Gold 
Medal from fellow former 
Ferrari man Domenicali 


The Frenchman, who stood 
down as FIA president at the end 
of 2021 after 12 years running the 
governing body, was then joined 
on stage by his wife Michelle 
Yeoh and his son Nicolas. 


“| have loved cars 
all my life, it was my 


passion and my dream” 
Jean Todt 


“I feel very honoured and 
I’m very thankful to those 
who have decided to give it 
to me,” Todt said. “And also 
even more to those who 
have helped me to get to 
this level - because alone | 
would have done very little.” 
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THE WINNERS 


BRITISH COMPETITION DRIVER 


Lando Norris 


Following his best season in F1 to his first Fl pole, and came within a 
date, Lando Norris added yet more _—_ few laps of a maiden win in Russia, 
silverware to his collection by making his star status clear. 
winning the British Competition While Norris was unable to 
Driver of the Year Award. Norris attend the awards, he sent a video 
scooped the honours for the third message in which he joked that it 
year in a row after winning a vote was more important than winning 
from the Autosport readers to the F1 World Championship. “If 
finish ahead of George Russell, | had to choose, I’d choose the 
Mike Conway and Jake Dennis. British competition driver award, 
It came off the back of a because it’s voted for by the fans, 
stunning season for McLaren in the amazing Autosport fans,” 


which Norris scored four podiums, — Norris said. “That definitely tops 
a es Formula 1 World Championship. 
Ina way, this is So I’m very, very happy.” 


more important than The award was collected 


winning the Formula 1 on Norris’s behalf by McLaren 
g boss Zak Brown, who said: 


World Championship!” “| think we have a future world 
Lando Norris champion on our hands.” 


PRESENTED BY 


INTERNATIONAL RACING CAR 


Red Bull RB16B 


The Red Bull RB16B that Max Verstappen 
took to the 2021 Formula 1 drivers’ title 
won the International Racing Car of the 
Year Award presented by Blink Experience. 

The RB16B, which scored 11 wins in the 
hands of Verstappen and his team-mate 
Sergio Perez in the final season of F1’s 
ultra-high-downforce rules package, was 
voted as the winner by Autosport readers. 
It was selected ahead of the Mercedes 
W12, Mercedes-EQ Silver Arrow 02 
Formula E title winner and the WEC- 
dominating Toyota GRO10 Hybrid. 

A delegation of Red Bull’s engineers 
took to the stage to accept the award, 
including chief engineer Paul Monaghan. 
“It’s a bit special actually because it was a 
tough season,” he said. “Ups and downs, 
ebbs and flows - a fairly dramatic last 
race. But you can’t just remember the last 
five kilometres, it was all the work that 
went in before that - lots of people in 
Milton Keynes working super-hard. 

“A great team effort from a lot of 
people, a couple of superstar drivers 
and here we are with car of the year, 
which is fantastic!” 
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NATIONAL RACING DRIVER 


Ash Sutton 


Twice Ash Sutton had won the 
British Touring Car Championship 
prior to 2021, and twice he had 
been foiled in the voting for the 
Autosport National Driver of 

the Year Award. 

Back in 2017, it was unfortunate 
coincidence that his maiden BTCC 
crown happened at the same time 
as Lando Norris captured the 
public imagination by winning the 


Formula 3 European Championship 


title. In 2020, as Sutton claimed his 
second tin-top honour, UK 
motorsport enthusiasts 
went crazy about 
Harry King’s 
exploits in 

the Porsche 
Carrera Cup GB. 


BLINK EXPERIENCE 


“It’s special because it 


was a tough season” 
Paul Monaghan 


~, up this award,” 


This time there was no denying 
him, and Sutton topped the vote 
against BTCC pal and rival Josh 
Cook, newly crowned three-time 
Carrera Cup GB champion Dan 
Cammish and British GT king 
Dennis Lind. He received the 
beautiful glass Paul Warwick 
Memorial Trophy from Red Bull 
team boss Christian Horner. 

“It’s an honour and a privilege 
to be standing in front of all 
these people and their own 

achievements to pick 


said Sutton. 


THE WINNERS 


“We picked up 
points in nearly 
every single 
round, it was 


ait’ an incredible 


season for us’ 
Ash Sutton 
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BLINK EXPERIENCE 


Made in tomorrow 


PRESENTED BY 


PIONEERING AND INNOVATION 


Alejandro Agag 


Alejandro Agag’s efforts to 
co-found Formula E, Extreme E 
and the inbound E11 Series for 
powerboats landed him the 
Pioneering and Innovation 
Award, which incorporates 
the John Bolster Trophy for 
technical achievement and is 
presented by Mahindra Racing. 
The Spaniard’s services to 
developing a hat-trick of racing 
series that have brought electric 
drivetrains into the limelight, served 
to highlight the climate crisis, and 
promoted gender equality, earned 
the deserved recognition. 
Zak Brown, whose McLaren 
Racing team will make its 
Extreme E debut in 2022, was on 
hand to present the award to Agag. 
“| want to thank Autosport very 
much,” said Agag. “Of course, | 


THE WINNERS 


don’t deserve this award. Many 
people deserve it more than me - 
setting up Formula E with Jean 
Todt, my fantastic Extreme E team. 
It has been so difficult to have a 
first season of a championship that 


“All the drivers and the 
teams helped make 


this all come true” 
Alejandro Agag 


was taking place in some 
of the most remote 
corners of the planet 
during the pandemic. 
Thank you to them.” 
Previous winners 
include W Series, the 
FIA for the halo device 
and the Senna film. 
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PRESENTED BY MOTORSPORT GAMES 


ESPORTS DRIVER 


——— EA a ——$———— 


Frederik Rasmussen 


Frederik Rasmussen became the second-ever recipient 
of the Esports Driver of the Year Award presented by 
Motorsport Games thanks to the votes of Autosport 
and Traxion.GG readers. 

The 21-year-old Dane earned the accolade for winning the 
Formula E: Accelerate championship. Competing on behalf 
of the Dragon Penske Autosport team, Rasmussen snared 
victories in the simulated Diriyah and Rome races to 
underpin his late surge to the title spoils. Impressively, he 


rs ; was a relative newcomer to the 
Abig thank you _jractor2 gaming platform and, 


to everyone who | Offthe back of his success, has 


Votedito help ae enjoyed a real-world test in a 


Gen2 Formula E car at Valencia. 
win this award” Rasmussen beat fellow 
Frederik Rasmussen 


nominees Mitchell deJong, 
Kevin Siggy and Josh Rogers to 
seal the award, with his credentials bolstered by his charge to 
second in the Formula 1 Esports Series Pro category. 

“My biggest support system has been my parents,” he said. 
“They’ve always been very supportive. Except they wanted 
me to get an education first. But | eventually quit since | could 
certainly make a living and focus on Esports. They supported 
me quitting education and all that, which was great.” 


THE WINNERS AUTOSPORT AWARDS 


PRESENTED BY MOTORSPORT GAMES «=e motorsport ~ - 


fed GAMES te 
ESPORTS TEAM Re ere 


SO ———————— 


Coanda Simsport 


The inaugural Esports Team of the Year Award 
presented by Motorsport Games, which is decided 
by a jury of virtual racing experts from around the 
world, went to Coanda Simsport. 

Team manager Philip Stamm was on stage to 
collect the trophy after his squad was recognised 
for its dominance in the Porsche 
Esports Supercup and its 
multi-discipline success. 
Coanda Simsport ran the 
official Porsche team GTE 
entries in the Le Mans 
Virtual Series, winning its 
class in the first round at 
Monza, and its drivers 
bagged the eNASCAR 
iRacing Series plus 
BMW SIM Live GT 
Cup crowns. 

Stamm, who was 
presented with the 
award by Motorsport Games 
advisor Gerard Neveu, said: “We 
have been working so hard. All of 
the teams have so much passion 


“Esports is just about 


pure driving” 
Philip Stamm 


and over the last 10 or so 
years we have put all our effort 
in to make our sport what it deserves 
to be. Esports is one of the fairest forms 
of motorsport because everyone has 
the equal equipment to race.” 

Coanda Simsport was selected 
ahead of Williams Esports, Team 
Redline and R8G Esports. 
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THE WINNERS 


“Thank you to 
everyone who 
voted, it was a 


great season” 
Oscar Piastri 


LA 


ROOKIE 


Oscar Piastri 


He already had some illustrious 
antecedents as a one-time winner 
of the Autosport Rookie of the Year 
Award. Now Oscar Piastri belongs 
to an even more exclusive club of 
two-time victors alongside Lewis 
Hamilton and Charles Leclerc. 
In 2020, Piastri headed the voting 
for his exploits in securing the 
FIA Formula 3 crown at 
the first attempt. 
In 2021, the 
Australian was 
even more 
emphatic in 
claiming FIA 
Formula 2 


honours at the first attempt. This fired 
the public into action to select him once 
again as the winner of the Rookie award 
(presented by Johnny Herbert), ahead 

of IndyCar convert Romain Grosjean, F1 
new boy Mick Schumacher and European 
Le Mans Series sensation Yifei Ye. 

“It’s looking like a different year for 
me this year,” said Piastri, who will take 
on Alpine F1 reserve driver duties after 
the door was shut on a race seat. 

“Obviously I’m on the sidelines, but 
I’m looking forward to the opportunity 
[in 2023] and I’ll be pushing hard.” 

If he does get that F1 race seat, 
what price Piastri becoming our first 
three-time Rookie award winner? 


RALLY CAR 


Toyota Yaris WRC 


The Toyota Yaris WRC was named as the Rally 


Car of the Year following its dominant 2021 
World Rally Championship campaign. The 
Yaris was the car to have last year, scoring 
nine wins from the 12 rounds, with success 
split between three of its four drivers. 

In its final iteration, as the WRC entered 
its swansong year of current regulations, 
the Yaris boasted a perfect blend of speed 
and reliability to dominate the season, 
winning the manufacturers’ crown in 
Jari-Matti Latvala’s first season in charge. 
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RALLY DRIVER 


Sebastien Ogier 


Sebastien Ogier added further silverware 


to his growing collection by scooping 
the Autosport International Rally Driver 
of the Year Award. 

The Frenchman notched up his eighth 
world title in 2021 in what was his final 
season as a full-time driver in the World 
Rally Championship. Ogier saw off a 
challenge from Toyota team-mate Elfyn 
Evans, which went down to an epic 
final-round shootout at Monza. Ogier 
won five of the 12 rounds, including an 
eighth Monte Carlo Rally success and on 
the WRC’s return to the Safari Rally after 
a 17-year hiatus from the championship. 

“It is an honour for me to receive 
this award, it was an incredible year 


Sebastien Ogier’s five victories in the Yaris 
included the punishing Sardinia round, where 
a strong car was imperative. It provided Elfyn 
Evans the machinery to score the best win of his 
career to date by becoming only the second Brit 


THE WINNERS 


of competition and amazing to come 
out on top,” said Ogier, via a video 
message on the night. 

“I’m really happy to add one more 
“I’m really happy to add one 
more to the collection” 
Sebastien Ogier 


to the collection. | want to say a 
big thank you to all the Autosport 
readers for their votes.” 

It is the seventh time that Ogier 


has won the award, putting 
him level with fellow 
World Rally legend a gh 


Sebastien Loeb. > Fi ¢. bere ee 
om 
Ww 


to win Rally Finland. And Kalle Rovanpera pedalled 
the Yaris to victory in Estonia, becoming the 
youngest driver to win a WRC event, aged 20. 

The Yaris, which took the honour three 
years in a row, has now been replaced by 
the GR Yaris hybrid as the WRC welcomes 
new Rally1 regulations for 2022. 
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—_ THANK YOU 


Aston Martin, Autosport and the BRDC gratefully 
acknowledge the support of the following 

Arai, Athletic Thinking, BBM Sport, Garage 59, Grand 
Prix Racewear, Mercedes-Benz, MotorSport Vision, 
Pirelli, Silverstone Circuit, TSL, Tysler 


The Aston Martin Autosport BRDC Award judging panel 
Dario Franchitti, Leena Gade, Andrew Kirkaldy, 
Alexander Sims, lan Titchmarsh, Darren Turner, 

Kevin Turner, Mark Williams 

Chairman of the judges Derek Warwick 
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ASTON MARTIN AUTOSPORT BRDC AWARD 


— 2021 WINNER 


Zak O’Sullivan 


Becoming the 2021 Aston 
Martin Autosport BRDC Young 
Driver of the Year capped a 
remarkable few days for Zak 
O’Sullivan. Last week he was 
announced as a Williams Racing 
Academy driver and confirmed 
his FIA Formula 3 campaign 
with Carlin. Last Sunday he won 
£200,000, a test in an Aston 
Martin Aramco Cognizant 
Formula 1 car, full British Racing 
Drivers’ Club membership 

and an Arai helmet. Oh, and 

it was his 17th birthday. 

But, just as at the Silverstone 
tests in MotorSport Vision 
Formula 2, Garage 59 Aston 
Martin Vantage GT3 and BBM 
Sport Ginetta LMP3 machinery, 
the GB3 champion remained 
calm throughout. 

“| was trying to keep 
expectations low, but across 
the night the nerves build up,” 
he said. “I had a good idea | 
thought I’d been quite fast, 


THE AWARD 


Every year the Aston Martin Autosport 
BRDC Young Driver of the Year Award 
aims to find the best of rising British 


single-seater racing talent. 


Zak O’Sullivan is the 32nd winner 
of an Award that has been won by 2009 
Formula 1 world champion Jenson 
Button, 13-time grand prix victor David 
Coulthard, triple Indianapolis 500 
winner Dario Franchitti, and current F1 


THE WINNERS AUTOSPORT AWARDS 


LyA 


especially in the F2 ‘race’ 
run. | really enjoyed the 
three cars and spending 
time with the judges. 

“Pm really looking forward to 
the F1 test. Hopefully after a 
year in F3 my neck will hold up!” 

O’Sullivan believes the MSV 
F2 will help his step up. “I think 
the F2 does the same lap times 


Bal id 


m really looking 
forward to the F1 test. 
Hopefully after a year 
in F3 my neck will 
hold up!” 


to F3 and is pretty similar,” he 
added. “With the old F3 car, 
now used in Euroformula, it 
was about corner speed, but 
the current F3 is more about 
getting it stopped, turned and 
getting on the power. Although 
the MSV F2 car is quite old, 

it’s surprisingly relevant.” 


- @ 
ROLL OF HONOUR BP 


1989 David Coulthard 
1990 Gareth Rees 
1991 Oliver Gavin 
1992 Dario Franchitti 
1993 Ralph Firman Jr 
1994 Jamie Davies 
1995 Jonny Kane 
1996 Darren Turner 
1997 Andrew Kirkaldy 
1998 Jenson Button 
1999 Gary Paffett 


2011 Oliver Rowland 
2012 Jake Dennis 
2013 Matt Parry 
2014 George Russell 
2015 Will Palmer 
2016 Lando Norris 
2017 Dan Ticktum 
2018 Tom Gamble 
2019 Johnathan Hoggard 
2020 No Award 
2021 Zak O’Sullivan 


2000 Anthony Davidson 
2001 Steven Kane 
2002 Jamie Green 
2003 Alex Lloyd 

2004 Paul di Resta 
2005 Oliver Jarvis 
2006 Oliver Turvey 
2007 Stefan Wilson 
2008 Alexander Sims 
2009 Dean Smith 
2010 Lewis Williamson 


= 
THE FINALISTS jee 


stars George Russell and Lando Norris. 


O’Sullivan was given his trophies 


and cheque by Aston Martin F1 


sporting director Andy Stevenson plus 
two judges: Aston Martin development 
driver Darren Turner and Autosport 


chief editor Kevin Turner. 


OLLIE BEARMAN 

Age 16 

Double F4 champion is now part 
of the Ferrari Driver Academy and 
is making the big step up to FIA 
Formula 3 with top team Prema. 


JONNY EDGAR 

Age17 

The 2020 German F4 champion 
had a tough rookie season in 
FIA F3 but expects to improve 
after his move to Trident. 


LOUIS FOSTER 

Age 18 

Foster impressed in Euroformula in 
2021 and won all three races at Spa. 
He has moved to the United States 
and is targeting IndyCar. 
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Loeb continues 2022 form 


RACE OF CHAMPIONS 
PITEA (SWE) 
5-6 FEBRUARY 


For all that the first Race of Champions 
trip to Sweden’s frozen north offered a 
new and unpredictable challenge, there 
was a strangely familiar theme following 
two frantic days of action in Pitea. 

Back in 2003, Sebastien Loeb missed out 
on a first World Rally Championship title at 
the hands of Petter Solberg. The Frenchman 
did, however, find some consolation by 
claiming his first ROC victory in Gran 
Canaria, the last time the ROC raced on 
anything on anything other than stadium 
asphalt. It was therefore appropriate that 
both Loeb and Solberg tasted the victory 
champagne in Sweden 19 years later; Loeb 
matched compatriot Didier Auriol’s record 


Solberg Jr took dad’s 
rationality for win! 
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with his fourth main event win, while 
Solberg secured Team Norway’s first Nations 
Cup success alongside his son Oliver. 

Loeb mastered the wintry conditions 
perfectly in the winner-takes-all ROC on 
Sunday, prevailing in a tense best-of-five 
final with four-time Formula 1 world 
champion Sebastian Vettel. Both had made it 
through the knockout rounds in impressive 
fashion: Vettel disposed of nine-time Le 
Mans winner Tom Kristensen 2-0, while 
Loeb battled past Mattias Ekstrom in his 
semi-final after an almighty scrap. 

The odds come the final very much 
favoured Loeb, who won the first two heats. 
But an uncharacteristic error in the third, 
where he got his electric RX2e rallycross car 
sideways before ploughing over a snowbank, 
allowed Vettel to peg him back. The fourth 
heat was the deciding race, with Loeb and 
Vettel nip-and-tuck to the line, and Loeb 
just edging the verdict as the Polaris 
RZRs finished side by side. 

Loeb’s victory capped his sensational 
start to 2022, which had already produced a 
second place on the Dakar Rally and an 80th 
WEC success on the Monte Carlo Rally. 

A day prior, Norway beat the surprise 
Team USA package of Jimmie Johnson and 
Colton Herta to win the Nations Cup. The 
Solberg father-and-son duo took an early 


Just the 13 
world titles 
between them... 
Loeb and Vettel 
all smiles after 
the final 


RACE OF CHAMPIONS 
PITEA (SWE) 

Sebastien Loeb 

Nations Cup: Norway 

(Petter Solberg/Oliver Solberg) 


INTERCONTINENTAL GT CHALLENGE 
KYALAMI (ZAF) 

Raffaele Marciello/Jules Gounon/ 

Timur Boguslavskiy 

ASP (Mercedes-AMG GT3)) 


FORMULA REGIONAL ASIAN 
DUBAI (ARE) 
Race 1 Sebastian Montoya 

Mumbai Falcons India Racing 
Race 2 Dino Beganovic 

Mumbai Falcons India Racing 
Race 3 Arthur Leclerc 

Mumbai Falcons India Racing 


motorsport 
STATS 


For full results visit motorsportstats.com 


2-0 lead before Johnson, who had suffered 
mechanical issues on his Polaris SSV in heat 
one, pulled one back in the Porsche 978 
Cayman GT'4 Clubsport in the third race. 
A mistake from Herta in the fourth heat 
gave the Solbergs the win. 

USA had earlier knocked out reigning 
champion Germany (Vettel and Mick 
Schumacher) before disposing of Finland 
(double Fi world champion Mika Hakkinen 
and W Series driver Emma Kimilainen). 
STEPHEN BRUNSDON 


RACE OF CHAMPIONS 


WORLD OF SPORT 


e 
Ferrari and 


Audi champs, 
but Merc wins 


INTERCONTINENTAL GT CHALLENGE 


ROUND 3/3 


Ferrari and Audi divided Intercontinental 
GT Challenge title honours for 2021 
between them as the ASP Mercedes 
squad won the postponed Kyalami 
9 Hours season finale last Saturday. 

AF Corse Ferrari pair Come Ledogar and 
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Alessandro Pier Guidi were crowned drivers’ drivers’ title. The chances of Ledogar and Audi also split its contenders by 
champions at the end of the three-round Pier Guidi took a blow when their Ferrari switching Christopher Haase to the WRT- 
series, while Audi claimed the manufacturers’ was hit with a track-limits drivethrough run R8 LMS GT3. A late spin for Haase 
prize. But it was the ASP Mercedes-AMG penalty, but a mid-race safety car bunched promoted the Sainteloc Racing stablemate 
GT3 shared by Raffaele Marciello, Jules up the pack and allowed Pier Guidito make __ to third, allowing Markus Winkelhock and 
Gounon and Timur Boguslavskiy that what proved to be the critical pass on the Patric Niederhauser (who shared with Kelvin 
came out on top in South Africa, beating WRT Audi of Mattia Drudi for second. van der Linde) to take second in the points. 
the Ferrari 488 GT3 of Ledogar, Pier Guidi Nicklas Nielsen had led the points with 
and Miguel Molina by 15 seconds. Pier Guidi and Ledogar but was tactically 

The battle for second behind the Mercedes _ shuffled into the other Ferrari, which 0} motorsport.tv 
ended up deciding the destination of the dropped out with gearbox problems. Relive this race at Motorsport.tv 


Leclerc Jr hits his stride to extend series lead 


FORMULA REGIONAL ASIAN won a race apiece, and finished 1-2-3 in under control, but an error let in Leclerc 
the opener. This one was won by Sebastian to take charge, with the Spaniard heading 
Montoya, who fended off a spirited start Dutchman van’t Hoff (the reigning 
ROUND 3/5 from Hitech-run Red Bull Junior Isack Spanish F4 champion) for second. 
Hadjar. The Frenchman was caught asleep at Beganovic’s win came in fine style in 
Ferrari protege Arthur Leclerc was the restart after a safety car, andhadtoclose the reversed-grid race two. The Swede 
already leading the Formula Regional back in on Montoya, but he and third-placed —_ shot from eighth at the start to fourth 
Asian Championship standings heading team-mate Leonardo Fornaroli were each in one lap, before dispatching Fornaroli 
into the second of three successive penalised five seconds for an out of position _ for third, van’t Hoff for second, and then 
weekends in Dubai thanks to his start. Leclerc moved up to second from Dino _ series debutant Michael Belov for the 
consistency, but he hit top form this time Beganovic, with Hadjar relegated to fifth. lead. The Evans GP-run Russian then 
out to extend his advantage at the top. Pinnacle Motorsport pair Dilano van’t held off Leclerc to claim second place. 
Leclerc’s exploits were part of asuperb Hoff and Pepe Marti started at the front 
weekend for the Prema-run Mumbai for the finale, and battled furiously with 0 motorsport.tv 
Falcons team, whose three drivers all Leclerc. Marti appeared to have things Relive this race at Motorsport.tv 


Leclerc takes the flag 
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RACE RADIO 


Professional Team Radio 
System For All Budgets 


INSURANCE 


MEMORABILIA 


=OLLEC ORS CO #1 FOR F1 MEMORABILIA 
RP a  LWIG 
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~ aes > AYRTON SENNA specialists 


Call CHRIS GRINT 


se = es 


INSURANCE 


Insurance for Drivers 
and Race Teams 


TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS 


_—- 


www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com 


RACE PARTS 


i Part BOX! 


Performance and Tuning Parts 


Leading performance brands online 


www.part-box.com 


RACE PARTS 


Passionate About Motorsport 


(UIC) racesncral 


www.jjcraceandrally.com 


TO ADVERTISE IN AUTOSPORT 
a CLASSIFIEDS PLEASE CONTACT 


OUR ADVERTISING SALES MANAGER 
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RACE PREPARATION 


ome “ YBRACING 


WWW.YBRACING.COM 


Gearboxman.com 
COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES 


Gearboxes & Axles for Road, Race, Rally and more 


Telephone: 01582 840008 Fax: 01582 840007 


[ae Systems SUMP 
fu CE, YSTEMS 


ARMSTRONG RACE ENGINEERING INC. 
WWW.DRYSUMP.COM (916) 652-5282 


TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS 


Fa an RK.co. nha 


RV SALES AND SERVICE 


MOTORSPORT LEGAL ADVICE 


Ben Fullick 
T: +44 (0)7884 117 237 
E: ben.fullick@motorsport.com 


ALFA ROMEO GTAm FIA RACE CAR 


An evocation of the South African ‘SUPERFORMANCE’ GTAm run by the 
legendary Arnold Chatz at the 1969 Kyalami 9-Hours. The only GTAm car 
built in RHD. 


Currently under build. Chassis/Body by Westbourne Motorsport. Drivetrain 
by Drake Motorsport. Would make a stunning entry to the HRDC Classic 
Alfa Challenge. 


ALFA ROMEO GT HISTORIC RACE CAR 


Known as the ‘OSLO’ car, this racer was sold new to Norway as a 1300GT. Raced extensively in 
Norway for many years prior to its retirement to the Oslo Museum of Transport, it is now being rebuilt 
to its historic specification. Illustrations shows how the car will be completed and its current stage of 
restoration. Ideal candidate for the HRDC Classic Alfa Challenge. 


2000GTV RACE PREPARED SHELL 


This is a fully prepared bare shell ready to accept your 
donor car. Converted to RHD. All metalwork has been 
repaired, replaced and strengthened for race use. Fitted 
with full FIA Race Cage and steel closing panels. 


£14,950 +VAT 


ALFA ROMEO GTA 1600 


Having recently sold a famous GTA1600 race car, | now 
have another example with a good history on offer at a 
competitive market price. These iconic cars are few and far 
between and they do have an amazingly broad application 
in historic racing, being acceptable in both Touring Cars 
and GT categories. 


If you are looking to own one of these incredible cars, do 
give me a call discuss your requirements. 


1977 ALFETTA GTV 


A one-owner car supplied new in Switzerland and laid-up 
since 1989. 67,000mls. LHD. Special order Ivory with Pimento 
velour interior. Sympathetically recomissioned by Alfetta 
Guru Richard Drake, this highly original and early model is 
ready to use. UK registered and MOT‘d. 


An exceptional opportunity £16,950 


MARKETPLACE CLASSIFIEDS 


=Thurgoo 


RACE WINNING CARS 


I've been building race winning cars for 
over 30-years, in particular GTA and 
GTAm variants, both original examples 
and race replicas. 


| also can source existing cars or build to 
order. | always have time to discuss your 
dream build! 


35%; 3 : 


ALFA ROMEO 
1600GT JUNIOR 


RHD Project car. Offered as a DIY resto- 
ration or can be restored to your person- 
al specification in road or race trim. 


PROJECT: £12,950 
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MARKETPLACE 


CLASSIFIEDS MARKETPLACE 


on winning the Aston Martin 
Autosport BRDC Young Driver of 
the Year Award! 


We look forward to following 
your future accomplishments 
in Formula 3 and with Williams 


Racing. ASTON MARTIN _ 


RACE PREPARATION 


GRAPHITE 


ADDITIVE MANUFACTURING 
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NOT ALL 3D PRINTED PARTS ARE CREATED EQUAL 


“Always very impressed with the service, advice and quality.” — Simon Benton 


01296 482 673 | sales@graphite-am.co.uk 
www.graphite-am.co.uk 
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MOTORSPORT JOBS 


PORSCHE PENSKE 
MOTORSPORT 


Porsche Penske Motorsport is actively seeking team members to fill numerous roles 
in preparation for the debut of the Porsche Penske Motorsport program beginning 
in 2023. All positions will be based in the team's newly remodeled, 9,700-sq. 

meter (105,000-sa. foot) world-class race team facility in Mannheim, Germany 
approximately 60 minutes south of Frankfurt. 


Open Roles Include 


Simulation Engineer Tire Technician 

systems / Data Engineer Truck Driver 

#1 Mechanics Parts Specialist 

#2 Mechanics Human Resources Generalist 
Drivetrain Technician IT Coordinators 

Damper Engineer and Technician Athletic Coach 

Trackside Composite Fabricator 


MOTORSPORT JOBS 


SCAN THE QR CODE AND APPLY NOW! 
OR VISIT TEAMPENSKE.COM/CAREERS 


™ a! vf », 
eT wt pe ade 

eget a Lead San a eee ca 
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MOTORSPORT JOBS 


CLASSIFIEDS MOTORSPORT JOBS 


motorsport 
JOBS 


Graduate Trackside Engineer 


Pirelli Motorsport has an excellent opportunity for a 
talented graduate to be part of our highly successful 
internship program, where full training and support will be 
given to allow you to fulfil your potential. The successful 
candidate will become an integral member of the Pirelli 
Motorsport team; you will be involved in most aspects of 
tyre engineering, providing professional trackside support 
service in respect to a variety of motorsport events. You will 
work both in Didcot, Oxfordshire and at race events in the 
UK and abroad. 


Role responsibilities: 


To analyse and interpret race data on behalf of Pirelli 

and your allocated motorsport team(s) with the aim of 
promoting continuous improvement in the brand 

To produce clear, factual, analytical reports in a timely 
manner 

To be acutely aware of the need for accuracy and 
resilience in a fast-paced and highly pressurised 
environment 

To work as an effective team member in relation to the 
Engineering team 

To take initiative and solve problems through statistical 
analysis and regular liaison and discussion with 
colleagues, line managers and race team representatives 
To identify and undertake training and development 
activities, improving your knowledge and skills to fulfil 
your potential, as part of this highly successful internship 
program. 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport 
JOBS 


Senior Engineer - Embedded Systems 
Toyota Gazoo Racing 


Don't just go to work; become part of a unique company 
within a fast-moving industry. Toyota Gazoo Racing Europe 
- creating excitement through team spirit and advanced 
technology! 


We are looking for a Senior Engineer (m/f/d) Embedded 
Systems to be part of our production and works motorsport 
team in Cologne, Germany. 


Are you a team player who thrives on responsibility, with 
strong analytical and negotiating skills? Then you are the 
right person to take on this challenge. Experience team work 
and be inspired by the passion of our 300-strong workforce 
for motorsport and automotive projects. 


Your tasks: 


Responsible for concept development and specification of 
embedded systems 

Develop schematics for printed circuit boards 

Develop embedded software in C 

Debugging of the developed ECUs and software on the 
target, on a HiL or in the car 

Creation of relevant documentation and definition of the 
Interfaces 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport mpTer 
JOBS 


Senior Vehicle Dynamics Engineer 


Envision Racing is a UK based Formula E Team competing 
in the FIA Formula E World Championship and has the 
requirement for a qualified and experienced Senior Vehicle 
Dynamics Engineer to be employed full time. 


Key skillset requirements are: 


¢ Ahighly detail orientated but adaptable candidate, 
experienced with accurately analysing data and 
inputs from the supporting engineers and driver, to decide 
on the vehicle optimisation direction. 
Excellent and demonstrable engineering ability with at 
least 5 years relevant experience in vehicle 
dynamics engineering at the highest levels of motorsport 
i.e. Formula E, Fl, F2/GP2, Indycar or WEC. 
In depth knowledge of vehicle dynamics and interaction 
with electric powertrain control systems. 
Vehicle performance development and testing experience. 
Proficient with modern data analysis tools, ideally WINTAX 
/ ATLAS / WINDARAB. 
Perfect planning, communication and organisational skills. 
Demonstrable management ability to lead a small group 
of engineers. 
Excellent inter-personal and reporting skills to clearly 
circulate engineering information. 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport 
JOBS 


#1 Mechanic 


Rowe Racing 


ROWE RACING is looking for a motivated and flexible race 
team mechanic at our headquarters in St. Ingbert / Germany. 


Are you looking for a new challenge and want to contribute 
your skills to our team? 


We offer you a permanent position in a positive and 
performance oriented working environment with diverse 
tasks, performance-related compensation, flexible working 
hours, flat hierarchies and the possibility of further 
development. 


Key responsibilities: 


Responsible for the build and preparation of our GT cars 
to the required specification 

Follow car build in methodical, consistent and strict rules 
while respecting agreed deadlines 

Report reliability issues and seek solutions with 
Engineering team 

Follow Engineering technical and operational protocols 
and guidelines 

Responsibility and management for a group of mechanics 
Being a key team member during pit stops where 
precision and pace is expected 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


moto f sport Want to advertise a motorsport job? 


JOBS 
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If you are recruiting in motorsport and wish to advertise with Autosport in print and digital 
please contact james.robinson@motorsport.com or call or call +44 (0)7717 883 990 


motorsport tech 
JOBS OF rere} tochssom 


Motorsport Gearbox / Transmission Technician 
MJ Tech 


MJ Tech Limited are seeking an experienced and 
enthusiastic gearbox build technician to join our team based 
in Bicester. 


We provide a unique facility offering restoration and race car 
preparation. With 42 years of experience in motorsport and 
engineering. 


Ideally you will have at least 3 years gearbox build 
experience working with race cars. 


Experience and skills: 


* 3 years gearbox build experience in WRC, F1, F2, WTC or 
LMP. 
Experience in building Xtrac and Hewland gearboxes. 
Able to work with engineering drawings and manuals. 
Able to use and understand measuring equipment. 
NDT testing in DPI and MPI experience is desirable but not 
essential. 
Excellent computer, administrative and communication 
Skills. 
The ability to use your own initiative. 
Have excellent attention to detail. 
Able to work on your own initiative and as part of a small 
professional team. 
Flexible approach to working, with a ‘can do’ attitude. 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport 
JOBS 


Event Electrical Technician 
M-Sport 


With the 2022 season underway, we are looking for an 
Event Electrical Technician to immediately join our busy race 
and rally programs. The role includes workshop work and 
worldwide travel to events. 


Duties will include: 


Attending race/rally events worldwide to provide 
electrical support including fault diagnosis and repairs 
or replacement of wiring harnesses and electrical 
components 

Carrying out extensive pre event checks to our race/rally 
cars 

Maintaining our event spares package 

Creating post event reports to provide feedback to our 
engineering team 


The ideal candidate should: 


Be educated to a technical level 

Have a thorough understanding of automotive electrical 
systems. 

Have a strong analytical approach and a meticulous 
attention to detail 

Offer a professional image at all times to clients, 
sponsors etc. 

Previous motorsport experience would be an advantage 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


MOTORSPORT JOBS CLASSIFIEDS 


motorsport 
JOBS 


Sr. Hardware Engineer, Motorsport Powertrain 
Lucid Motors 


Come work alongside some of the most accomplished minds 
in the industry. Beyond providing competitive salaries, we're 
providing a community for innovators who want to make an 
immediate and significant impact. If you are driven to create 
a better, more sustainable future, then this is the right place 
for you. 


The role: 


Work within a focused group of engineers to develop 

and support next generation powertrain solutions for 
motorsport and special applications. 

Determine product requirements, conceptualize solutions, 
and guide sub-system development. 

Design components, develop validation plans, and analyze 
data to ensure functional performance. 

Collaborate with Test Engineering teams and work hands- 
on to develop and execute rigorous design validation 
tests. 

Work with suppliers & partners to ensure rigorous 
standards and requirements are satisfied. 

Apply product development & design engineering best 
practices to ensure successful execution of program and 
sustained value to customers. 

Travel domestically and internationally as required. 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport 
JOBS 


Gearbox Technician 
GTO Engineering 


As amember of the GTO Engineering team provide 
gearbox and transmission expertise and knowledge in 
support of designated classic car restoration, recreation 
and refurbishment projects in order to meet customer 
requirements. This will involve the provision of a range of 
auto mechanical services with a primary focus on gearbox 
and transmission assignments. 


Duties and responsibilities: 


Gearbox examination and testing 

Dis-assemble gearboxes tagging parts as needed 

Repair and replacement of damaged gearbox parts, with 
particular emphasis on bands, gears and seals. 

Ordering parts, where required via our internal Parts Team 
from suppliers. 

Re-assembly of gearbox and linkage testing 

Drive train testing as required. 

Conversions from 4 to 5 gear transmission 

Completing reports on work performed. 

Maintaining workplace cleanliness to protect against 
malfunction / workplace hazards 

Observing health and safety standards and procedures at 
all times 

Carry out any other projects in support of classic car 
restoration such as vehicle owner customization requests 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


i Want to advertise a motorsport job? 


If you are recruiting in motorsport and wish to advertise with Autosport in print and digital 
please contact james.robinson@motorsport.com or call or call +44 (0)7717 883 990 
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MOTORSPORT JOBS 


motorsport cen 
JOBS PASSION 


Find your dream job 


Here at Autosport we've been helping people find great jobs in motorsport for over 
60 years. Today we're launching a new global motorsport jobs site, where you can: 


Find the latest jobs in motorsport 
Apply for a job with just one click 
Upload your CV and let recruiters find you 


Set up job alerts - don’t miss out on your dream move 


motorsport 


motorsportjobs.com sicisieparsiehs 


- A Motorsport 
Network Company 


Motorsport UK Light panels to be fitted at more circuits 


“AUTOSPORT 


CLUB RACING eHISTORICS e FEATURES N A i I O N A L 


Under the skin of an 
unlikely club racer 


How to build a Citroen 2CVfor competition 


SMALLEY CHOOSES HIS NEW GB3 CAR HITS BRITISH HISTORIC RALLY 
CARRERA CUP TEAM THE RACE TRACKS SEASON BEGINS 


RX NATIONAL 
MOTORSPORT 
"i ACADEMY 


©9000 


+44 (0)1159 123456 
MOTORSPORT.NDA.AC.UK 


What do you want to do when you grow up? 


It’s never to late to go back to school and gain the 
career you always dreamed of. The National Motorsport 
Academy’s motorsport degrees have been designed to 
fit in around your current job and help you learn the skills 
needed to work in professional motorsport. 


The NMA School of Engineering offers three learning 
levels which can be studies full or part time. Choose from 
a BSc (Hons) Motorsport Engineering, BSc (Hons) Final 


Year Top-Up Motorsport Engineering or an MSc Advanced 


Motorsport Engineering. 


Our Business School offers those with a commercial 
background the opportunity to convert their existing 
qualifications into a motorsport specific Master’s degree 
with the MA Business of Motorsport. 


Start your degree any time, fit your studies in around your 
work and home life and finally fulfil your childhood dream 
with the National Motorsport Academy! 


BS Cc (Hons) 


MSc 


MA 


MOTORSPORT ADVANCED BUSINESS OF 

ENGINEERING MOTORSPORT MOTORSPORT 

+FINAL YEAR TOPUP ENGINEERING 

START ANYTIME START ANYTIME START ANYTIME 

FLEXIBLE STUDY FLEXIBLE STUDY FLEXIBLE STUDY 

STUDENT LOANS STUDENT LOANS STUDENT LOANS 
MOTORSPORT.NDA.AC.UK 


All degrees awarded by our academic partner De Montfort University. 
Join students from Formula 1, WRC & WEC with the NMA’s 


industry-led online motorsport degrees. 


LIGHT PANELS T0 BE 


NATIONAL NEWS CLUB AUTOSPORT 


INSTALLED 


AT MORE UK GIRGUITS THIS YEAR 


MOTORSPORT UK 


FIA-specification high-tech light 
panels will be rolled out at an 
increased number of UK circuits 
this year, following an agreement 
between Motorsport UK and the 
British Motor Sports Training Trust. 
At present, the lights that display 
marshal flag signals are only installed 
at Silverstone, Brands Hatch and 
Donington Park. But, following funding 
from the BMSTT and Motorsport UK, 
the panels will now appear at circuits 
including MotorSport Vision venues 
Snetterton and Oulton Park, British 
Automobile Racing Club tracks 
Thruxton and Croft, and Scottish circuit 
Knockhill. All circuits of at least FIA 
International Grade 3 will have the 
systems, developed by EM Motorsport. 
The panels, which Motorsport UK 
intends to have installed at all circuit 
racing venues in due course, have 
become widespread at tracks worldwide 
in recent years and, from this season, 
are mandatory at all Formula 1 and 
MotoGP locations. It is hoped that they 
will help to boost safety for competitors 
because drivers should be able to see 
important signals more clearly in 


Light panels will be 
used to provide clearer 
signals to UK racers 


further enhancing medical and 
safety aspects of our sport. Since 
that time, the Trust has regularly 
committed significant funds 
annually towards such initiatives. 
“This new partnership support for 
the funding of light panels provides 
an ideal opportunity for the Trust to 


news, and an enormously progressive 


step towards further improving safety 
standards at British racing circuits. 


“At MSV, we’ve had FIA-homologated 


EM Motorsport light panels in place at 
Brands Hatch and Donington Park for 

a few years now, but this funding from 
Motorsport UK and the British Motor 


Sports Training Trust enables us to 
really take things to the next level with 
full trackside coverage at both venues in 
addition to Oulton Park and Snetterton. 
And this doesn’t just help us at MSV 

— all UK circuits certified at FIA Grade 3 
or above are eligible to receive funding.” 


continue delivering its objectives in 
respect of both marshals and race 
circuit safety, promote our activities 
and raise awareness of the Trust.” 
Jonathan Palmer, chair of the 
Association of Motor Racing Circuit 
Owners, added: “This is tremendous 


poor weather or low light than the 

existing flags waved by marshals. 
BMSTT chair Rod Parkin explained: 

“The trust was formed as a UK 

registered charity in 1977 with 

the aim of supporting the training of 

volunteer motorsport officials and 


A The Electric Avenue 


will again feature 


CALDWELL 


FoS to celebrate innovators 


GOODWOOD 


Goodwood has revealed that 
the theme for the Festival of 
Speed this year will be ‘The 
Innovators — Masterminds 
of Motorsport?’ 

The event will celebrate 
the designers and creators 
behind some of the most 
revolutionary cars and 
concepts. There will be a 
strong emphasis on the 


future and the ‘Electric 
Avenue’ will feature for 
a second year, while 
those attending will have 
the opportunity to get 
behind the wheel of cars 
from several electric 
vehicle manufacturers. 
The Duke of Richmond 
said: “The theme allows us 
to celebrate some of the 
greatest achievements in 
history, while highlighting 


the event’s focus on 
future technology. 

“Just as race-inspired 
innovations such as four- 
valve engines, monocoque 
chassis and turbocharging 
have shaped the cars we 
drive in the real world, so 
electrification, autonomy 
and other new technologies 
will have a profound 
effect on the future of 
personal mobility.” 
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CLUB AUTOSPORT NATIONAL NEWS 


Smalley (inset) was 
picked as the new 


Smalley picks 
Redline for 
Carrera Cup 


PORSCHE CARRERA CUP GB 
St EE 

New Porsche GB Junior Adam Smalley 

has chosen Redline Racing as the team 

he will drive for when he makes his 

Carrera Cup debut this year. 

The reigning Ginetta GT 4 Supercup 
champion will link up with the Redline 
squad that has enjoyed plenty of success 
over the years, including powering Dan 
Cammish to a record-breaking third title 
last season and taking 2016-17 Junior 
Charlie Eastwood to the crown. 

Smalley says that the team’s proven 
Porsche track record was a key factor in 
selecting Redline, with which he enjoyed a 
productive test in Portugal at the end of last 
year. “If you look back through Redline’s 
history, they’re the most successful team 
in the Porsche Carrera Cup GB,” he said. 
“What Dan Cammish did last year showed 
they were the best all-round package. 

I went with them to test at Portimao in 
December and I felt very comfortable and 
got on well with all the mechanics and 
engineers — I felt very at home with them.” 

Smalley describes 2022 as being a“new 
start” following four successful years of 
Ginetta competition with Elite Motorsport, 
during which time he also clinched Ginetta 
Junior honours in 2018 and narrowly missed 
out on the 2019 GT Challenge title. He 


PORSCHE 


be Will Martin, who continues with 
Richardson Racing for a third season. He 
scored two wins last year and finished fifth 
in the points, but is optimistic of fighting 
for the title this year, when he is joined 

by Porsche Sprint Challenge GB runner- 
up Jack Bartholomew. 

“Having ended the 2021 season on a high 
with a win in the final round, I hope we can 
carry that form into the new year and start 
off strongly when we get to Donington 
Park,” said Martin. “I’m feeling confident 
about what we can achieve this season 
and can’t wait to get started.” 

STEPHEN LICKORISH 


fought off stiff competition to land the 
Junior prize after a shootout at Silverstone 
last November, and wants to continue 
the run of the past four Juniors all 
sealing the Carrera Cup crown. 

“Being the Porsche Junior comes with 
a bit of added pressure but I do think we 
can be competitive,” he added. “There’s 
no reason why I can’t be up at the front, 
challenging for race wins and the 
championship. The championship is 
the ultimate goal but we’ve got a long 
way to go before then. The hard work 
really starts now.” 

One of Smalley’s rivals this year will 


Taylor claims Team 
Hard scholarship 


GT4 SUPERCUP where he faced Time Attack 


driver Simon Griffiths and 


Ginetta GT's Challenge Scottish Formula Ford racer 
frontrunner James Taylor Michael Macpherson. oe 
has been named as the The trio each got behind (ESsSs 5) 


Team Hard Scholarship 
winner for 2022. 

The 20-year-old won 
the 2018 Ginetta Junior 
Scholarship and went on to 
be crowned 2019 Winter 


the wheel of a GT'4 Ginetta 
G55, after earlier driving 

a Volkswagen Golf, and 
Taylor secured the prize of 
a fully funded season in 
the G55 in the Ginetta 


= — } 


<INETTA 


Series champion, before 
just missing out on the 
GT's Challenge title in 
2020 to Josh Malin. 

Taylor stepped back from 
racing last year but took part 
in the Team Hard shootout, 
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GT4 Supercup this year. 
“We entered thinking that 
I wouldn’t be racing this year 
yet here I am, back on the 
TOCA package and straight 
into a top seat in the series 
that I’ve always wanted to 


progress to — it’s a dream 
come true,” said Taylor. 
Team Hard boss Tony 
Gilham added: “The 
Scholarship has become an 
ever more important part of 
our programme. Each year, 


I’m amazed by the skill and 
determination of those 
seeking to build racing 
careers. From speed to fitness 
and commercial presence, 

the standards get higher.” 
STEVE HINDLE 


Unique prize will be 
awarded to the overall 
champion this year 


NATIONAL NEWS CLUB AUTOSPORT 


Mazda Demio prize on offer for 
Inaugural Turismo X champion 


TURISMO X 


players early in the game. 
Turismo X coordinator Stuart Garland 


A Mazda Demio road car will be awarded 
as a prize to the outright winner of the 
inaugural Turismo X championship. 

The MotorSport Vision Trackdays 
series — previously known as the MSVT 
Supercup — has been rebranded for 2022, 
when it will introduce a new qualifying 
shootout format and sprint races. 

The decision to choose a Demio as the 
prize car is inspired by the original Gran 


Turismo video game, released 25 years ago, 


in which a similar version of the Japanese 


said: “I’m genuinely delighted that we’re 
in a position to offer something a little 
different, with a prize car for our overall 
champion this year. 

“We’ve toyed with the idea of giving 
away a car in the past, and as a member 
of the PlayStation generation I always 
thought it would be pretty cool to give 
away a Mazda Demio. When the 
opportunity arose to do exactly that, 
in partnership with our friends at 
Darkside Developments, it was 


compact car was virtually awarded to 


just too good to resist!” 


IN THE HEADLINES 


PREPTECH JUNIOR LINE-UP 


Preptech UK has expanded to a 
four-car Ginetta Junior line-up 

for this year. Joining the already 
announced scholar Alisha Palmowski 
at the team will be Fergus Chalmers, 
who continues for a second season, 
while Zac Meakin joins from 

Raceway Motorsport. Rookie 

Flynn McHardy fills the line-up. 


NEWNHAM TO PARKER 


Ex-Mini Challenge racer Will 
Newnham will drive for Team 
Parker Racing in the Porsche Sprint 
Challenge GB this year. Newnham, 
who didn’t race in 2021, views the 
category as the starting point for his 
target of racing at Le Mans. “I hada 
successful time at the Porsche taster 
day,” he said. “It was my first time in 
a rear-engine, rear-wheel-drive car, 
and it was a bit of a wake-up call!” 


NEW GT ACADEMY TEAM 


The fledgling Toro Verde squad is 
moving into the Ginetta GT Academy 
this year. The team was formed last 
season and ran Mark Steel in the 
Ginetta GT5 Challenge. In other 
Ginetta moves, Fox Motorsport’s 

GT Cup driver lan Duggan (the 2020 
GT5 Am champion) will switch to 
the GT4 Supercup, in which he will 
continue to race the same G55. 


DYMOND BACK IN PORSCHE 


Former Porsche Carrera Cup GB racer 
Chris Dymond will return to action in 
the GT Cup this year, driving a Parr 
Motorsport Porsche 718 Cayman GT4 
Clubsport alongside Tim Creswick. 
Dymond drove for Porsche specialist 
Parr in the Carrera Cup in 2012, and 
was previously a podium finisher in 
the Renault UK Clio Cup. 


Mini Trophy champion Nunn steps up to JCW class 


MINI CHALLENGE 


Former Mini Challenge 
Trophy champion Harry 
Nunn will step up to the top 
JCW class this season with 
Graves Motorsport. 

Nunn (right) claimed the 
2020 Cooper class crown and 
was fourth in the standings last 
year. The former Citroen C1 and 
Focus Cup competitor will join 
Max Coates at the Graves squad, 
which will be competing in the 


JCW category for a second year. 
“It’s great to be joining 
Graves Motorsport for the 2022 
season,” said Nunn. “With the 
progress they are making year 
by year, and with the shared 
goal to be the best, it promises 
to be an exciting season.” 
Graves has also revealed a 
number of drivers for its Trophy 
class line-up for this season, 
which includes several 2021 
frontrunners. One-time race 
winner Nicky Taylor joins from 


Excelr8 Motorsport after 
finishing seventh in last year’s 
standings, while podium 
finisher Nelson King continues 
with Graves. Alfie Glenie and 
Ben Jenkins will also drive 
for the team this year. 
Meanwhile, former Renault 
UK Clio Cup racer and one-time 
British Touring Car driver Ethan 
Hammerton will continue with 
Excelr8 in the JCW category. He 
was 10th last year in his first 
full Mini campaign. 


JEP/MOTORSPORT IMAGES 
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TURNING LAPS FOR THE FIRST TIME The new-for-2022 GB3 Championship car made its racetrack debut last week at Silverstone, with several teams in 
action. The Tatuus-Mountune machine, which will produce more power and downforce than its predecessor, had only previously been run in shakedowns 
at Bedford Autodrome. Carlin, Chris Dittmann Racing, Douglas Motorsport, Fortec Motorsport, Elite Motorsport and Hillspeed all tested the new model of 
car. Two more drivers have also been confirmed for the 2022 championship, with British F4 race winners Joel Granfors and Zak Taylor both making the 
step up with Fortec. It takes the total number of confirmed GB3 drivers for the season so far to 17. Photograph by Jakob Ebrey Photography 


Low Dempsey Racing renamed as Ammonite 


FF1600 —. 
Lafond (left) and Queen 


Leading Formula Ford 1600 team * will both continue in 2022 


Low Dempsey Racing has changed 
its name to Ammonite Motorsport 
ahead of the 2022 season. 

The fabled squad was created in 1989 
by Cliff Dempsey and dubbed Dempsey 
Racing, and became one of the most 
successful teams in FF1600 racing 
across three decades. Dempsey sold 
the squad to Andy Low in 2020, when 
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it was rebadged as LDR. 
“The time as Low Dempsey Racing The squad has also revealed the four will be joined by Brin Kinch, who made 
really fitted well, especially as Cliff was drivers it will field in National Formula FF1600 appearances last year, and 
still involved, but we just felt like the Ford this year. Andre Lafond and Colin American rookie Shawn Rashid. 
time was right to rebrand,” said Low. Queen will continue in the category and STEFAN MACKLEY 
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Cook to pay 
entry fees for 
new models 


FIESTA JUNIOR 


British Touring Car Championship star 
Josh Cook’s Cooksport operation will 
cover the cost of race entry fees for 
competitors using a new model of 

car in Fiesta Junior this year. 

The British Racing & Sports Car 
Club-run series will introduce a new 
Mk7 model this season to race alongside 
the older Mk6 specification, and this 
new car will feature controlled parts 
supplied by Cook’s operation. 

“Through Cooksport, we will cover 
the full cost of race entry fees for every 
driver of the next-gen car for all of 
the races they enter in the 2022 


NATIONAL NEWS CLUB AUTOSPORT 


Cook (right) has 
offered support to 
the championship 


engine, and a full kit build is estimated to 
cost £13,490 plus VAT. 

The season is due to begin at Brands 
Hatch on 9-10 April, with further visits 


IN THE HEADLINES 


HITECH BRITISH F4 DRIVERS 
Hitech GP has recruited British 
Formula 4 podium finisher Eduardo 
Coseteng and Formula Ford 1600 
graduate Daniel Mavlyutov as the 
first drivers for its maiden British 

F4 campaign this year. Coseteng 
finished 12th in the standings last 
year with Argenti Motorsport, while 
Mavlyutov made his car racing debut 
at the end of last year in the Formula 
Ford Festival, but failed to progress 
from his heat in that event or the 
subsequent Walter Hayes Trophy. 


SCHMITZ HONOURED 

Sabine Schmitz was posthumously 
awarded the Lord Wakefield 
Challenge Trophy at the British 
Women Racing Drivers’ Club awards 
dinner on Saturday. The double 
Nurburgring 24 Hours winner, 

who died of cancer last year, was 


championship,” said Cook. 
“For a driver getting involved at the start 
of the season, this is equivalent to handing 


planned to Croft, Oulton Park, Snetterton, 
Cadwell Park, Knockhill and Brands again. 
The introduction of the new car is 


honoured for outstanding female 
achievement in motorsport. 


them over £4000 toward their 2022 racing 


the latest initiative from Fiesta Junior 


expenses. Even for those that will build 
cars through the season to get involved 


bosses to boost the series’ fortunes. 
Entry numbers have already increased 


later in the year, the contribution will 
begin as soon as they enter their first race.” 
The new model features a 1.6-litre Sigma 


significantly in the past two seasons, 
after dropping to an average of just 
five cars per round in 2019. 


Greystone expands into Europe 


EUROPEAN GT4 


GT Cup squad Greystone GT 
will expand into the GT4 
European Series with Richard 
Dist] and Alain Valente. 

The Silverstone-based team 
competed in the GT Cup for 
its inaugural season of racing 
last year, and most recently 


_face McLaren 570S © thats 
*) GT4 this season | 


took GT'4 success at the Gulf 
12 Hours in January with Iain 
Campbell, Oliver Webb and 
Jamie Clarke. 

The squad will now 
compete in three out of six 
rounds of the European series 
with a McLaren 570S GT 4. 
Distl and Valente will form 


a Pro-Am partnership and will 


GREYSTONE 


contest the mid-season events 


at Paul Ricard and Misano, as 
well as the Barcelona finale. 
Team principal Mark 
McLoughlin said: “To launch 
a multi-race programme in 
a series as intensely fought 
as the GT4 European Series, 
and to be attracting drivers 
from across the continent to 
what is a very ambitious, but 
still very young, team makes 
us all feel very proud.” 
Valente, who raced 
a McLaren in British GT last 
year, added: “The experience 
I’ve gained in all kinds of GT 
racing cars over the past few 
seasons will help push us up 
the order, but mainly we’re 
here to help Richard enjoy 
things as much as possible.” 
A second car is also due to 
compete in the series, with 
the driver line-up set to be 
confirmed at a later date. 
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RUTHERFORD REMEMBERED 


Anew award has been announced in 
honour of Bob Rutherford, a popular 
member of the Historic Endurance 
Rallying Organisation-Endurance 
Rally Association, who passed away 
last year. The Bob Rutherford Historic 
Rally Scholarship for Young 
Navigators was unveiled last 
weekend at the HERO-ERA Awards. 


NEW BRDG RISING STARS 

The latest batch of BRDC Rising Stars 
recruits have been announced, 
including drivers who starred on the 
British Touring Car support bill last 
season. Mini Challenge runner-up 
Max Bird (below), Ginetta GT4 
Supercup runner-up Josh Rattican, 
British Formula 4 frontrunner 
McKenzy Cresswell and Porsche 
Carrera Cup GB race winner Will 
Martin have all been selected to join 
the scheme. Completing the intake 
are W Series contender Abbi Pulling, 
DTM driver Esmee Hawkey and 
National Formula Ford 1600 
frontrunner Alex Walker. 


10 FEBRUARY 2022 AUTOSPORT.COM 63 


jLAIIm EE 


CHAMPIONS 
2B 2219 THE OFFICIAL REVIEW 


THE OFFICIAL REVIEW OF THE 
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Unpredictable, explosive and intense to the end - experience a season like no other! 
Get ready to dive into the 2021 FIA Formula One World Championship™ — the most thrilling season in recent F1® 
history. Highlights from every race, expert insight from Tom Clarkson, Martin Brundle, David Croft and more as the 
stories of 22 unforgettable Grands Prix™ unfold. 


Sparks fly in a clash of the titans 
Watch two of the greatest F1® drivers go head-to-head for the FIA Formula 1® Drivers’ World Championship. The fight 
between seven-time champion Lewis Hamilton and Max Verstappen delivers race after race of incredible driving. 


A season that went bigger and bolder 

With more Grands Prix™ than ever before and a result that wasn’t decided until the final lap, the season kept heart 
rates high and the racing intense. 

Own it forever 


It's all here and it’s all ready for you to experience time and time again. So fasten your seatbelt and get ready for the 
ride of a lifetime. 


Running time: 7 hours 28 mins | 2 disc DVD: | 2 disc Blu-ray: 
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Robinson wins Riponian 
British Historic Rally opener 


HISTORIC RALLYING 


The 2022 British Historic Rally 
Championship got off to a storming start 
on Sunday when Matthew Robinson took 
the major spoils in the forests of Yorkshire. 

On a day when hailstorms and blustery 
snow showers made conditions even 
more difficult than usual, Robinson and 
Sam Collis were peerless in their Ford 
Escort Mk2. They set the pace on all six 
of the day’s forest special stages to score 
a resounding win, with three quarters 
of a minute in hand over the similar car 
of Nick Elliott and Dave Price. 

“T think it was probably one of our better 
performances,” said Robinson. Indeed, it 
was a perfect start for the Yorkshireman, 
who has his best ever chance of lifting the 
BHRC title in a season when his preferred 
gravel rallies make up all seven rounds. 


As conditions became ever more 
challenging on wet and slippery stages, 
Elliott took a measured drive and accepted 
that chasing Robinson in the afternoon 
was not a smart thing to do. 

Into third went Roger Chilman and 
Gwynfor Jones to lay the ghost of 
Chilman’s early retirement from the Roger 
Albert Clark Rally with a strong third. 
Among many notable performances, Ben 
Smith won Category 2 for pre-1974 cars 
in his Pinto-engined Ford Escort Mk1. 

The irrepressible Bob Bean, co-driven 
by Mike Curry, claimed another Category 1 
victory in his Lotus Cortina, but it was 
a challenge as they spent most of the day 
with inoperative windscreen wipers. 

The concurrent modern contest 
was won by the Proton Iriz R5 of 
Ollie Mellors and Max Freeman. 

PAUL LAWRENCE 


Mike Pendleton 1931-2022 


OBITUARY 


Former Royal Marine Mike 
Pendleton, who has died aged 
90, raced sportscars and saloons, 
and enjoyed a career in which 
motorsport played a big part. 

In the late 1950s, Pendleton 
joined Ted Whiteaway in The 
Grosvenor Garage at Worplesdon, 
near Guildford, from whence sprang 
a short run of Formula Junior 
Condor cars in 1960 and 1961, which 
have proved more successful in 
historic events than when new. 

Pendleton made his race debut 
at Silverstone in a Lotus MkVI. He 
remained loyal to Colin Chapman’s 
marque for much of a decade, 
saddling a Seven and a Type 17 before 
acquiring the ex-Mike Anthony 
Lister Costin BHL130, by then with 
a Jaguar XK engine rather than its 


original Chevrolet Corvette V8. 

Pendleton scored fourths at 
Snetterton and Castle Combe in 
1962, then returned to Lotus in 
1963, with an ex-UDT Laystall/ 
Stirling Moss Type 19 powered 
by a rear-mounted 2.5-litre 
Coventry-Climax FPF engine. 

In the meantime, he had run 
a Jaguar Mk2 in the 1963 British 
Saloon Car championship. Second 
time out at Oulton Park he was 
reclassified third in a Jag clean-sweep 
after Roy Salvadori was excluded for 
a wheel size infringement. Pendleton 
also finished sixth at Goodwood 
and fourth at Silverstone. 

Back at Goodwood, Pendleton 
won a clubbie in the Jaguar, at the 
57th Members’ Meeting. He and 
John Sparrow also won their class 
in the 1964 Nurburgring 6 Hours. 
MARCUS PYE 
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David 
George 


1938-2022 


OBITUARY 


Bristolian David George, who 
died last weekend aged 83, 
entertained generations of 
enthusiasts at Castle Combe as 
competitor, commentator and, 
in retirement, instructor/host 
at the resident racing school. 

A founder member of the 
White Horse Motor Club, the 
model glider-flying quantity 
surveyor won on his Combe 
sprint debut in 1962 and started 
racing his 985cc Mini Cooper S 
in 1965, winning that July. From 
36 starts there until 1969, he 
scored 13 podiums and three 
outright victories — one on 30 


July 1966, while most of the 


country was watching England 
win football’s World Cup. 

George won on his Goodwood 
debut too — from pole — at the 
69th Members’ Meeting in April 
1966. He returned in July for 
the venue’s last contemporary 
event, but a broken wheel stud 
precluded him from taking the 
win. With it replaced he finished 
ninth in the handicap finale. 

A serial winner at the Dyrham 
Park hillclimb, the 1000cc class 
record is his in perpetuity. 

For Combe’s 1973 finale, 
circuit owner Howard Strawford 
invited George to commentate 
alongside the estimable Richard 
Davies at short notice. Broken 
only by his recovery from a 
motorcycle crash in 1991, that 
gig — usually as number two; 
he never felt as comfortable 
leading — lasted 45 years! 

He hung his mic up at the 
end of 2018, but his association 
with the school continued. 
MARCUS PYE 
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The 2CV championship 
has been a popular series 
for the past 30 years 


HOW TO BUILD THE UK’S 
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UNLIKELIEST RACE CAR 


A Citroen 2CV is not the most obvious choice of racing machinery, and yet 
the cars have formed a popular one-make series for three decades. 
Here’s how to prepare the humble 2CV for the track 


MARTIN HARROLD AND STEPHEN LICKORISH 


he Citroen 2CV is probably not the first car 
that springs to mind when it comes to club 
T motorsport machines. And yet the 2CV has 
formed the basis of a successful one-make 
series that is now heading into its 33rd season. 
The 602cc engine may only just creep up to speeds of 80mph, 
but the 2CV has proved to be a hit on track. 

One driver who took part in the very first UK race back in 
1989 was Pete Sparrow. He has raced 2CVs ever since, winning 
last year’s title, and his love of the cars remains undimmed. He 
grew up around 2CVs because his father worked for Citroen and 
would regularly choose 2CVs — along with Amis and Dyanes — 


“THE SPEED IS ALMOST IRRELEVANT 
AND DOESN’T BOTHER ME - IT’S 
ABOUT THE COMPETITIVENESS OFIT” 
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to bring home and use for next to nothing. 
“T was always carted around in them as a kid — I got used 
to it!” recalls Sparrow. “When I learned to drive, my dad got 
me a knackered old 2CV that was my first car. They’re just 
fun — everything about them is fun.” 
When Sparrow subsequently learned of a heavily modified 
2CV being the focus of a Belgian championship, he had to 
see it. And, two years later, he was part of the group that 
set up the UK 2CV category, for more standard machines. 
Sparrow says the closeness of the racing means the slower 
speeds don’t matter. “One-make stuff always appealed to me 
and the speed doesn’t bother me — it’s about the competitiveness 
of it,” he says. “The speed is almost irrelevant because we’re 
all doing the same speed. I still enjoy it and it hasn’t lost any 
of its appeal. The jewel in the crown is the 24-hour race. It’s 
an amazing event for the people involved, not just the 
drivers — that’s the nice thing about it. 
“Anyone can go and buy a load of bits for a BMW M3 or a Renault 
Clio but 2CVs are great fun. It’s a very unlikely race car but there’s 
a reason why we’re now going into our 33rd year of racing.” 
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Old race cars can — 
be renovated to 
return to the track 


WHERE TO START WHEN BUILDING A 2CV 


The 2CV championship is a wonderful class for mechanics/drivers. 
It’s very well-suited to those who are handy in a workshop and like 
fiddling. The Haynes manual for the Citroen 2CV is essential reading. 

To begin with, get familiar with the club website, 2cvracing.org.uk, 
and download the 2CVParts.com Championship regulations. Read 
them and read them again. The club can put you in touch with 2CV 
racers local to you and help find you a buddy - you'll be able to 
spend time examining their car and discussing the tech details. 

Then it’s time to make a plan. List what must be done and roughly in 
what order. Plan for the build to take from six to 12 months of steady 
work for a couple of people with occasional extra help. With care, a 


car can be built for around £5000-£6000 plus any paid-for labour. 

Next, source the key parts, beginning with a donor 2CV. Look 
out for an MoT failure or maybe an old race car that needs work. 
It must have all the parts including the engine and a gearbox, 
along with disc brakes. It’s also helpful to find a second engine 
as it’s reassuring to have a spare. 


=a LION 


To start, dismantle the car, 
saving all screws and bolts 

- taking lots of photos along 
the way - and having boxes 
for the various bits. Lift the 
bodyshell off the chassis - 
you'll need a bit of space - 
and put it on stands. 

The shell will almost 
certainly need some welding 
to repair rusted areas, before 
installing the roll cage and 
the seat mount. The roll cage 
must be to Motorsport UK 
regulations for saloon cars 
and can be home-made or 
more often supplied and 
fitted by a specialist. 

An aluminium sheet 
outer roof should be fitted 
to replace the cloth, anda 
steel inner roof must also be 
welded to the top of the roll 
cage. The windscreen can 
stay as standard, althougha 
heated screen can be useful 
when racing in the rain. 

It’s important not to rush 
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THE INITIAL STAGES: 
BODYSHELL AND CHASSIS 


Y ow 


into painting the renovated 
shell, but do prime it. It’s 
better to build the car to near 
completion, then dismantle 
and finish painting before 
re-assembly. 

Strip the steering rack, 
suspension arms, petrol tank, 
brake pipes and everything 
else off the donor chassis. 
Check it for rust and cracks; 
they often need some repairs. 

If badly rusted, consider a 
new chassis - they are not too 
expensive. There is a choice 
of two chassis and there is 
not much difference between 
them in performance. The 
standard Citroen chassis is 
the lightest, while the SLC 
is slightly stiffer. 


Sensible and careful building 
and tuning means engines 
often last a couple of seasons, 
and it can cost between £600 
and £1200 to build one or, 
alternatively, they can be 
bought from a proven builder. 

They are simple and 
interesting to work on, and 
performance is better than 
most people think. With 
35-45bhp and a car weighing 
only 655kg with driver, they 
can still do 75-80mph with 
a following wind! 

Engine modifications are 
limited to compression 


ENGINE 


pistons, gas-flowed cylinder 
heads and lightened 
flywheel. The club-approved 
Lumenition electronic 
ignition system available 
from ECAS can be installed. 
An original camshaft 
reground to the club profile 
is mandatory and this work 
can be done by Kent Cams or 
Newman Cams. The original 
Solex carburettor can be 
used, and a popular approved 
option is the Weber DMTL 
carb. With either, the 
air-cleaner is free and 
must be paper, not foam. 


ELECTRICS 


Reliable electrics are 
important and, if possible, 
get expert help with the 
wiring. You can decide on 
the shape and format of the 
switch panel and dashboard. 
Allow for rev counter, 
temperature gauges, AFR 
sensor meter, lighting 
switches and more. 

Good wiring is crucial for 
reliability, especially in the 
24 hours and, for the longer 
race, two extra headlights, 
fixed to the existing brackets, 
are allowed. Check the 


The springs in the two-spring 
cans can be uprated to as 
strong a spring as will fit: 
3000lb is the max. The front 
arms should be modified to 
Belgian spec for safety and 
reliability, usually best done 
by a specialist, while the rear 
arms should be reinforced. 
Castor and camber are free. 


alternator is in good order 
and a new yellow coil helps 
engine reliability. Smaller 
lightweight batteries, often 
of the type fitted in golf 
carts, are used by many. 


602cc engine 


SUSPENSION 


Take care when fitting new 
wheelbearings - the race 
cornering loads are much 
higher than the design loads. 

Shock absorbers can be 
replaced and bump stops can 
be removed. Shocks to 2CV 
spec are available from AVO, 
GAZ and Protech. Get familiar 
with their readjustment. 
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The one area where racing 
2CVs are noticeably different 
from road 2CVs is that their 
suspension has been lowered 
and stiffened. Spring rates 
are generally increased 
significantly; coupled to 
light weight, this makes the 
cars very agile. Corner 
speed is the holy grail. 


GEARBOX 


Astandard 2CV6 
602cc gearbox must 
be used. The only 
modifications 
permitted are 
extending the gear 
stick and putting a 
blanking plug in the 
speedo cable hole if 
no speedometer is 
fitted. Gearboxes, 
even in race trim, are 
normally fairly reliable 
as standard, although 
it can be good to have 
them checked by 

a specialist. 


STEERING AND RUNNING GEAR 


The steering rack must 

be standard and in good 
condition. Trackrods 

are standard, while the 
trackrod adjusters can be 
strengthened or replaced. 
The steering column must 
have a universal joint added 
to the bottom end, allowing 
the steering wheel position 


FINAL STAGES AND TYRES 


Then it’s just a case of 


assembly. Drop the renovated 


bodyshell onto the rolling 
chassis and fix with the bolts, 
fresh if possible. Then all the 
other bits! A protective 


to be lowered to suit 

your driving position. 
Standard wheelbearings 

and kingpins are still used, 

but it’s best to check them 

every year. If the car is 

doing the 24-hour race, 

it’s advisable to check 

them very thoroughly - 

before the event! 


captive nuts in the chassis. 
Race cars must have 
club-spec Toyo 135/80, 15in 
road tyres. A set of four can 
last a complete sprint season 
or more. The 24-hour race 


BUILDING A 2CV 


EXHAUST AND FUEL SYSTEMS 


There are two main types of 
exhaust system: a modified 
road system or a two-into- 
one system. A basic rule of 
thumb is that the standard 
system gives better torque 
and is easy to fit onto 
existing mountings, while 
the two-into-one gives 
better top-end power. 

Most race cars usea 
non-standard exhaust - 


anything goes, and several 
suppliers can make one 

to order. Normally they 
exit in front of the nearside 
rear wheel. 

The fuel system is pretty 
much standard. The tank 
must have a roll-over 
one-way breather fitted. 
Check the fuel pipe and 
upgrade it with ethanol- 
resistant tubing. 


BRAKES 


The standard 2CV 
braking system is 
used and is more than 
capable of lasting even 
the 24-hour race. 2CVs 
from the mid-1970s 
onwards had discs on 
the front and drums 
on the rear and, if 
anything, a standard 
2CV is over-braked. 
Most importantly, the 
front brake calipers 
should be serviced 
with new seals and 
replace the LHM fluid 
to prevent overheating. 
Discs can be machined 
to the regulation 
minimum thickness. 
Brake pads are free, 
and many racers 

use Mintex Classic 
M44-grade pads. 


NEXT WEEK’S 


NATIONAL FOCUS 


TEAM USA 


We take an in-depth look 
at the incredibly successful 
Team USA Scholarship and 
speak to some of its 
greatest graduates. 


undertray below the fueltank ideally needs a set of dry 

is required. Fix this super- tyres and a set of wets (buffed 
securely with countersunk less). Once assembled, you’re 
bolts into closely spaced then ready to hit the track. 
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FINISHING STRAIGHT 


MY FAVOURITE... TEAM-MATE 


IN THE MEDIA @ ARCHIVE 


A KARTING EXPERIENCE 
WITHOUT THE PAIN 


KARTKRAFT 


P ae KARTKRAFT 
FULLRELEASE area 
a (AVAILABLE ON PC) 


As the name 
suggests, KartKraft 
is a virtual 
simulator focused on, well, karting. After three years 
in a public development stage, the full version was 
released just a few weeks ago for PC-based racers. 

The game’s primary focus is recreating the visceral 
experience of driving a kart at speed, and in that 
respect it eclipses its goals. 

Things get off to a great start — the kart models are 
highly detailed and tracks photo realistic. Anyone who 
has thrashed around Whilton Mill in a rental kart will 
feel right at home, minus nursing bruised ribs the 
following day! A gloriously intuitive photo mode is 
also included to help show off players’ creative side. 

The priority for any racing simulator is to accurately 
portray vehicle handling nuances, and the driving 
feedback in KartKraft is sublime. Lively and responsive, 
it takes Max Verstappen-like reactions to keep your 
kart under control, and when your buttery smooth 
inputs are committed to muscle memory the results 


aims to fill gaps in 
gaming experience 


are supremely satisfying. 

Using load cell pedals with a direct drive steering 
wheel set-up, the sensory experience is raised to a 
new level. When that’s coupled to a virtual reality 
headset, countless hours can be spent perfecting 
lines while working on right-foot discipline. The 
immersion is nothing short of incredible. 

As you would expect, the feedback through 
a steering wheel is heavy, but thankfully can be 
turned down to assist younger or less-experienced 
racers. Even if you are a seasoned simulator driver, 
an hour or so with KartKraft will give your upper 
body quite the workout. 

If you don’t own dedicated sim racing equipment, 
KartKraft is also playable with a controller. In fact, Zach 
Griffin, the director of studio for KartKraft, insisted 
that the development team used gamepads throughout 
production to ensure accessibility for all levels of 
gamers. But playing with a controller feels much 
tougher and less intuitive than a wheel, even 
with the counter-steer assist on. 

In terms of kart choice, Arrow, Sodi and Praga 
are among the official manufacturers making an 
appearance, represented in KA100, X30 and the KZ2 
classes. KartKross — off-road karts with significant 
suspension travel — also make an appearance alongside 
the Praga Monster Kart. Powered by a 600cc Honda 
engine, it features a stretched chassis to contain 
its potent powerplant and, as the name suggests, 
it’s an animal to try and control. 

Players can customise their driver’s gloves, helmet, 
and boots with brands from Alpinestars, Arai and Bell, 
but the range is limited. At the time of writing the 
in-game economy doesn’t function either; you start 
with $100,000, but buying new karts and karting 
paraphernalia does not reduce your cash reserves. 

You cannot earn money from racing either. 

Single-player racing is also restricted. You can 
choose three difficulty levels for races, but there 
are no championships or career progression to 
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Players will need hours 
of practice to fine-tune 


driving technique 
- 


speak of. Racing earns experience points, but there 
is nothing further to unlock. 

Track choices are also currently limited. There 
are eight venues with 10 layouts, plus the indoor 
Hangar track that’s unfortunately only available for 
online time trials. It does include notable venues 
such as Atlanta Motorsports Park and the 
International Circuit of Genk, though. 

With the current inability to race against other 
players, KartKraft’s online functionality is also 
disappointing. At time of publication, it’s only possible 
to race against other players in practice sessions, but 
there are at least competitive leaderboards to aim for. 

With continuous development promised, and the 
prospect of wet weather and additional features in 
future, this could blossom into a leading simulation 
title. For now, it feels a little bare-bones. 

When you’ve dialled in the right steering wheel 
peripheral settings and learned the layouts, not 
much comes close in terms of realistic virtual driving. 
KartKraft is a focused and incredibly accurate karting 
simulation, providing all the virtual thrills of driving a 
kart at speed with none of the spills — or bruised ribs. 
ROSS McGREGOR 


For daily racing game news, visit Traxion.GG 
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FINISHING STRAIGHT 


autosport.com/podcast 


HAAS 2022 F1 LAUNCH 


Haas became the first Formula 1 team to unveil its 
livery and design for the 2022 season after releasing 


a series of early development renders last week. Grand 
Prix editor Alex Kalinauckas is joined by F1 reporter Luke 
Smith and Motorsport.com’s F1 editor Jonathan Noble 
in the latest Autosport Podcast to discuss how Haas 


plans to be more competitive in 2022. 


3 YouTube 


youtube.com/AUTOSPORTdotcom 


WHAT’S ON 


RUSSELL’S FIRST DAY AT 
MERCEDES-AMG F1 HQ 

George Russell visits the Mercedes Formula 1 team’s 
factories in Brackley and Brixworth on his first official 
day with the powerhouse squad. 
Go to autosport.com/all/videos 


——\ a Watch coverage of the Autosport Awards on 
"> Motorsport.tv and GY Highlights Sky Sports F1, Fri 2000 


INTERNATIONAL 
MOTORSPORT 


Formula E 

Round 3/16 

Mexico City, Mexico 

12 February 

£9 Live Channel 4 
Sport YouTube, Sat 2130, 
Eurosport 2, Sat 2130 


Asian Le Mans Series 
Rounds 1-2/4 

Dubai, UAE 

12-13 February 

oO Livestream on 
motorsport.tv, Sat 0500, 
Sat 1200, Sun 1300 


Formula Regional 
Asian Championship 
Round 4/5 


Dubai, UAE 

12-13 February 

§) Livestream on 
motorsport.tv, Sat 0950, 
Sun 0650, Sun 1040 


V8 Stock Car 
Round 1/10 
Interlagos, Brazil 
13 February 
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FROM THE ARCHIVE 
Exhaust, brakes and lights aglow, the 


Moretti Racing Ferrari 333 SP driven 
by Mauro Baldi makes a stirring sight 
during the 1998 Le Mans 24 Hours 
(and for those who witnessed this 


machine racing in period, an 
unforgetably symphonic V12 
soundtrack). The #3 car, shared by 
ex-F1 racer Baldi with Didier Theys and 
Momo founder and gentleman racer 
Gianpiero Moretti, finished 14th 
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overall and third in class, but 1998 

was still a highlight for the Ferrari trio: 

three months earlier they’d won the 

Sebring 12 Hours and in January, 

joined by Arie Luyendyk, they were For classic Le Mans DVDs head to 
victorious in the Daytona 24 Hours. dukevideo.com/lemans 
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Olivier Panis 


Jacques Villeneuve 


Olivier Panis walked into the proverbial 
lion’s den when he joined Jacques 
Villeneuve at BAR in 2001. The 1997 
world champion had psychologically 
destroyed his previous two team-mates 
and, as a team shareholder, was BAR’s 
unquestioned number one. Yet 1996 
Monaco Grand Prix winner Panis 
remembers his two years alongside 
Villeneuve fondly, and cites the 
Canadian as “the perfect team-mate” 
above Martin Brundle, Jarno Trulli 
and Cristiano da Matta. 

“T knew him a bit from the past,” 
explains Panis, who almost beat 
Villeneuve’s Williams to win the 1997 
Spanish GP while at Prost. “I respected 
Jacques a lot, but Jacques respected 
me a lot as well. I had already some 
experience and I was a winner of a 
GP and maybe this helped.” 
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For Panis, their strong relationship 
was important when BAR began to 


plateau in the midfield following its 2000 


breakthrough season. “I worked really 
hard and I told him the truth about 
everything, set-up wise,” says the 
Frenchman. “When you tell the truth to 
Jacques, he does the same. We never had 
a problem during two years at BAR.” 
Despite his team-mate’s status, Panis 
says Villeneuve always had the bigger 


picture in mind. “When we have an order 


from the team to let him past, because 
he’s quicker, the reverse he was doing 
all the time the same,” he remembers. 
“And because we do it like this, it was 
working very well and we’re still very 
good friends now. I know he’s not an 
easy person, he has a character maybe 
a bit strong, but me too!” 
Computer-game-loving Villeneuve 


also had a capacity for surprises, as Panis 


discovered in Tokyo: “One day in Japan, 
his computer was not working. He called 
me at midnight and said, ‘Olivier, you 
need to come to my room because I have 
a big problem.’ I was scared because I 


thought it was maybe a physical problem, 


but no — it was the laptop! The day after 
we travelled all around Tokyo to find a 
laptop to play this game the night after.” 


IN NEXT WEEK’S ISSUE 


Big questions 
of F1 2022 


KARUN CHANDHOK 
ON THE SEASON AHEAD 
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PRESERVE & ENHANCE 


Our mission has evolved since 2007, yet our founding 
principle has remained constant; to create the most 


authentic, restored Land Rovers in the world. 


Let us breath new life into your own automotive icon. 
We can completely restore and transform your Land 
Rover. From the original Series |, Range Rover Classic, 


right up to the modern-era Puma Defender models. 


Start your Arkonik journey at ARKONIK.COM 
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Arkonik Ltd. is an independently owned and operated business 
and is not affiliated in any way with Jaguar Land Rover Limited. 


RESTORED BY US / REIMAGINED BY YOU 


BENEFITS 


Authentic restorations by over 70 expert technicians 


Opt to maintain the original engine or upgrade toa 
6.2L GM® LS3 for more power 


Preserve your vehicle’s heritage 
Infinite customisation options 


12-month warranty 
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ARKONIK’ 


Give your wrist the 
‘Savile Row’ treatment 


Limited to just 500 pieces, the C60 Bronze Ombré Green 

COSC LE chronometer is made for individualists. Before it’s 
assembled in Switzerland, every dial is hand-distressed by a 
specialist craftsman, which ensures no one dial is exactly alike. 
Then there’s the handsome 42mm bronze case. Over time it'll 
develop a patina, giving it a unique ‘brushed’ look - much like 
the fade on a pair of jeans. So whether you’re diving among 
shipwrecks - it’s waterproof to 600m -or strolling around 

town, you'll do so wearing a watch that’s truly one of a kind. 


@ Christopher 
m@ Ward 


Ingeniously English. C60 Bronze Ombré Green COSC Limited Edition 
Unsurprisingly Swiss. christopherward.com 


